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“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your re-

quests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6) 

Dear Friends, 

As I write this, I find myself mentally walking through the church, remembering our last year and a 

half together:  worship services and wonderful music in the sanctuary and in the beauty of the out-

door chapel; seasonal services such as Good Friday, the Easter Praise Service drama, Longest 

Night Service and Christmas Eve; session/deacon meetings and confirmation classes in the fire-

side room, fun with WOW in fellowship hall, turkey dinners and Easter breakfasts, Care Pantry 

lunches and visits to Ridgewater; and, of course, home meetings, the church timeline, congrega-

tional surveys and visits with community leaders for your congregational self-study. 

As you read this, we will have celebrated our last worship service together, farewells will have been 

made, and the office packed up and cleaned out.  Kathy Terpstra will be taking over as your “gap 

pastor” – serving part time between now and Christmas to provide for worship, give pastoral care, 

and moderate session.  Your PNC is hard at work looking for your next pastor, and my hope and 

prayer is that they will have found a candidate before Christmas.   

I want to thank you for all the ways you have shared in ministry with me during this transition.      

Karen, Maggie, Joni and Jerry have been wonderful to work with.  You have a session that truly 

cares about this congregation, and a board of deacons with a real heart for ministries of compas-

sion.  I’ve been pleased to see lay leaders step up to the plate on committees during this transition, 

and to help organize several new committees for Christian Education oversight, Adult Education, 

and Finance/Stewardship.   

I know this transition has been long for you and, at times, anxious.  Remember that God is still 

here.  Remember to ask God for what you need, whether it be resources or guidance, wisdom or 

vision, leadership or a new pastor.  God is faithful and will answer. 

Some of you have asked where I will be going from here.  I have been in conversation with a 

church from southwest Iowa, and anticipate that this is leading to a call.  As I say farewell, I release 

you from turning to me as a pastor.  I will not be available for pulpit supply, funerals, weddings or 

baptisms.  I will also respect your social boundaries as a congregation which means that, though I 

will think of you and pray for you, I will not be in social contact with you for the period of a year.  

This gives you time and space to build a loving, trusting relationship with your next pastor. 

I have told some of you that I believe this church is a real plum, and I truly mean that.  You have a 

wonderful staff, good lay leaders, interesting ministries, solid fellowship and faith, and a beautiful 

and versatile campus, all in this wonderful lakes territory.  Some pastor will be truly blessed to pick 

that plum.  Grace and peace,                                    Pastor Leah 

                           Grace Notes 
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SESSION NOTES FROM AUGUST 5TH MEETING 

1.       Approved returning to one worship service at 10:00 a.m.        
   beginning Sunday, September 8th; 
2.       Approved having Rally Sunday on September 15th; 
3.       Approved a new Funeral Policy; 
4.       Approved Pastor Elrod taking vacation August 15-18 and       
   August 26-31; 
5.       Approved a farewell for Pastor Elrod be held on August    
   25th with a cake being served during fellowship time; 
6.       Changed its September Session meeting to September 9th;   

     7.       Extended a thank you to Pastor Leah for her time as Interim  

    Pastor.  

   *From the 8/14 special meeting the Session approved entering into a temporary 

supply agreement with Kathy Terpstra from September 5th through December 25th, 

2019, contingent upon the approval of the Presbytery of Minnesota Valleys Commis-

sion on Leadership.   Communion will be held on September 8th, instead of         

September 1st. 

 *Thanks so much to Steve Barney, Lindsay Nelson and Darwin Schroeder for 

mowing the church property this summer! 

Investment Fund Report      New 

  Endowment Scholarship     Covenant 

  Fund Fund    Fund 

Fund Balance  12/31/2018 $38,519.09 $10,542.62  Fund Balance  12/31/2018 $504,142.25 

Fund Balance  6/30/2019 $40,679.02 $11,184.26  Fund Balance  3/31/2019 $549,769.94 

Fund Balance  7/31/2019 $40,859.01 $11,237.65  Fund Balance  6/30/2019 $566,834.75 

Funds Used  $0.00 $0.00  Funds Used  $0.00 

Net Change for Month $179.99 $53.39  Net Change for Quarter $17,064.81 

Percentage Change 0.44% 0.48%  Percentage Change 3.10% 

Year to Date Change $2,339.92 $695.03  Year to Date Change $62,692.50 

Year to Date Percentage 6.07% 6.59%  Year to Date Percentage 12.44% 

        

Jerry Bents       Has Quarterly 

Treasurer       Statements 
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   Deacons                 By Sandy Lee 

The Deacons met on Monday, August 19
th
. 

We discussed using some of our deacon money to help with a project here at church 
or for some cause in the community. 

Thank you cards from Ashton Engelke and Sandy Ardoff were read. 

Kathy Terpstra will serve as gap pastor from September 5th through Christmas. She 
will be part-time and will look to deacons to help with visits. Pastor Leah gave dea-
cons a list of church members with health concerns to keep in touch with. 
 
On Sunday, August 4th,  Communion was served to 57 participants at the early ser-
vice and 48 at the late service. 3 participants received extended communion. 

Our next Communion is Sunday, September 8 at 10:00 a.m. Note this is one week 
later than previously scheduled. 
 
September Deacons of the Month are: Elroy and Sharon Jones. 

Our next scheduled meeting is Monday, September 16, 2019, 5:45 p.m. 

The deacons wish to remind everyone that you may listen to our worship service live 
on radio station KGLH, 96.9 FM at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings. You may also 
view the service on the church website: www.hopechurchspicer.org. Click on: Engage 
with Us/Weekly Services. A password is not necessary to view the service. Our     
service is televised on WRAC 8 (Channel 18/181) on Thursday at 7:55 a.m. and   
5:00 p.m. 

Colossians 3:23 “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than 
for men.” Every activity we engage in as believers should be done for the glory of 
God. Regardless of who we are, we must do each task with joy, integrity, diligence, 
and energy because we represent the Lord, and others will form their opinions of Him 
through what they see in us. 

 

 

 

UPDATE FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

   We want to thank everyone for your generous giving this year!      
As of July 31st, your gifts have totaled $111,487.95 toward expenses                   
of $130,153.39. Thank you for considering what you can do to help      
support Christ’s ministry through Hope Presbyterian Church! 
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 HPW                           By Sharon Jones         

 Devotions for the August 6th HPW meeting was given by 

Kathy Taatjes.  Kathy compared haves to have-nots and fair to un-

fair and offered Ecclesiastes 9:10-11 for reflection. 

 HPW’s first Table Setting brunch will take place on Saturday, 

October 5th from 9:00-11:00 am.  The Table Setting fundraiser   

replaces the bazaar.  The money will be used for mission projects. 

 Volunteers are needed to provide dishes, silverware and nap-

kins for 8 place settings, plus a centerpiece.  White lace tablecloths are available for 

the round tables.  You may team up with a friend or relative and sign up in the fellow-

ship hall.  The goal is to have 8-10 tables.  Group 2 is responsible for the kitchen and 

all service groups will assist with donations for the brunch.  The Accessory Sisters will 

have items for sale.  

 The next HPW meeting is on Tuesday, September 3rd at 6:30 p.m., with devotions 

given by Melissa Mangen.  There are several important items of business on the 

agenda:  election of officers, approval of mission giving and the 2020 calendar. 

 Circle II will meet at the home of Eileen Helmstetter on Thursday, September 5th 

at 7:30 p.m.  Deb Ficek will lead the lesson.  

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

STINGERS GAME AUGUST 11TH! 

 



Volume 9, Issue 1            Hope Scope                                 Page 5 

 

 MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE FOLLOWING EVENTS: 

BIBLE STUDY “The Wired Word” will begin with the first sessions on  
Sunday, September 8th at 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, September 10th at 11:00 
a.m. and Wednesday, September 11th at 6:15 p.m.  Please add your name 
on the sign-up sheet and include your email address if you desire to       
receive it online.                                           

RALLY SUNDAY will be on Sunday, September 15th during our worship 
service.  Bibles will be presented to our second graders, Madelyn Titus & 
Emily Rierson.  We will recognize teachers, WOW & TAG participants.  
There will be a potluck dinner at the Youth Center for the entire congrega-
tion.  There is a sign-up sheet for food in the fellowship hall.  Come, enjoy 
good food and fellowship as we encourage our young people to participate 
in WOW and TAG!  Get re-acquainted with the Youth Center! 

 

 

 

 

WOW/TAG KICKOFF will be on Wednesday, September 18th.  We will 
kick off the evening at 5:45 p.m. with supper for all participants and their 
families.  All food will be provided!  Parents, please 
plan on staying for the evening. The new curriculum 
format, guidelines and expectations will be           
explained during this time. 

 

 

HAYRIDE/FUN NIGHT is being planned for a Wednesday evening in 
October at the Fischer farm.   

 Events 



   

                                                                  

 

September 2019 Updates 

With summer coming to an end, we are gearing up for the Wildcat Back-

pack Program to begin! All kids need to be fed and ready to learn! The Link along with churches, 

service clubs, community members and business make the backpack program possible for NL-S 

students. Each backpack provides kids with extra food for the weekend! 

 
You can donate individually packaged food items for the program or you can sponsor a child! 

One weekend: $6 

Ten weekends: $60 

2019-2020 school year: $234 

 
You may also refer your child to the program by contacting the school that they attend. 

 
Community Choir Concert 

The Annual Community Choir Concert to benefit The Link will be on Sunday December 15
th
, 3 pm 

at Faith Lutheran Church. This Year’s theme will be “God Came Near”. Stay tuned for upcoming 

rehearsal dates and additional information. 

 
Tuesday’s Table: 

Sept. 3rd – Our Lady of the Lakes Catholic Church   

Sept. 10th – Evangelical Covenant Church 

Sept. 17th – Faith Lutheran Church 

Sept. 24th – Peace Lutheran Church 

 
Monthly Giving Opportunities: 

The Link makes monthly giving a convenient option for our donors. You can set up online giving 

through The Link’s website at www.youarethelink.org or directly through your bank. Please contact 

Rhonda at 320-354-5465 or email her at director@youarethelink.org for more information. 

 
Chasity Ommodt, 320.354.5555, outreach@youarethelink.org 
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CLEARWATER FOREST WORK WEEKEND 

SEPTEMBER 20TH, 21ST AND 22ND 

PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE SHEET IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL ! 

http://www.youarethelink.org
mailto:director@youarethelink.org
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Members with Health Concerns:  

Mark Radabaugh, Sandy Ardoff, Marlene Johnson, Darlene Thompson 

 

Family and Friends with Health Concerns: 

Jodi Anderson (Friend of Jonelle Foreman) 

Russell (Sherry Bratsch’s father)             Lori (Amanda Titus’ aunt)   

Mina & Don (Amanda Titus’ grandparents) Lynette (Jeff Wersal’s sister) 

Pastor Michael Roys (Friend of Pastor Leah) Leigh Ellen (Pastor Leah’s niece)  

Shirley Jensen (Neighbor of Steve Barney) Scott (Joni Lamphere’s nephew)   

Cindy Steiner (Barb Morris’ niece)             Greg (Jeff Lamphere’s cousin)    

Mark (Gerry & Deb Hess’ son-in-law)        Tim Dreier   

Renae Illies (Shar & Eldy Williams’ daughter)    Melissa Mangen’s sister & niece 

Reatha & Bobbie Fowler (Hilda Grosklags’ sister & husband)       Jaden Hanson 

Gary Williams (Eldon & Audrey Dean’s brother)  Brandon Ritt & Kenzie Kelash       

Rikki Wold & Family  members               Kathy (Friend of Sherry Bratsch) 

Kristin Peterson (Helmstetter’s dau-in-law) Todd (Betty & Jerry Harder’s son)  

Kevin Curran (Wayne & Darlene Thompson’s son-in-law)  

 

Grieving:  

Family of Wanda Hixon 
 

Other Concerns:  

For those dealing with mental health issues and who struggle with addiction 

For those deeply wounded by domestic violence 

For those grieving the death of a loved one due to violence 

For those affected by natural disasters 

For those serving in the military 
 

Care Facilities:  

Mahlon Caylor, Shirley Kidd, Audrey Ihlang, Ruth Grom, Maxine Quale, Hazel Jones 
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Hospitality Servants & Worship Assistants 

 

September Schedule 

   

 

 

 

 

 

              Lay Readers 

 

September 1:     

   8:30  Erica Joelson                  

 10:00  Sue Block 

September 8:   Kathy Taatjes 

September 15:  Open 

September 22:  Open 

September 29:  Erica Joelson 

Coffee Servers  

 September 1:  Jan Saulsbury, Bev & Howard Jones                               

 September 8:  Dawn Oie, Audrey Dean 

 September 15:  Lisa Thorson, Jeff & Joni Lamphere 

 September 22:  Jean & Tom Bauer, Pat & Bob Hinderks 

 September 29:  Erica Joelson, Selina Masters 

               Sound Operators 

Nancy Gjerde 

Pete Bratberg 

Dan Fischer 

Duane Taatjes 

Screen Operators:  

Stephanie Bents, Sherry Bratsch 

Video Operators: Pete Bratberg/

Jerry Leason/Kris Oman/Barry 

Sampson/Daryl Taatjes 

Radio Operators:  

Harold Foreman/Daryl Taatjes 
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September 1:                                                                                      

 8:30: Daryl & Marlys Masters  

   Sharon Jones, Mary O’Malley  

 10:00:  Darwin & Joyce Schroeder  

        Darlene Bratberg, Carol Sampson 

         September 8:   Pam Sigafoos, Sandy Meyer    

                                         (need 2 yet)                                                       

         September 15: Gary & Gwen Anfinson,                                                                                                  

        Pam Sigafoos, Rick Lee 

            September 22:   Rick Lee, Sandy Meyer  

           (need 2 yet) 

         September 29: Sharon Jones, Darlene Bratberg 

        Bob & Pat Hinderks                                                                                        

 

 

  

 

 Thank you for the prayers and concerns for Isaac following his dirt bike 

accident.  He is doing great and fully recovered!      Kelli Haglund 

         ***************** 

 Dear Friends,  

 Many thanks for the large birthday card you sent me.  As I read each 

name I could picture, in my mind, my Presbyterian friend.  A special thank 

you to Elroy and Sharon for hand delivering the card to Grafton, ND, where 

I now live in the nursing home.  A special thank you to all who sent cards 

and a letter and made phone calls.    God Bless You!   Shirley Kidd 
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         2019          

                 SUNDAYS  
                           

                  8:30 A.M.  Worship in 

                 Outdoor Chapel 

              9:30 A.M. Fellowship 

                10:00 A.M.  Worship in    

                 Sanctuary   

                 (September 1st only) 

                     (After September 1st) 

 OFFICE HOURS           9:15 A.M.  Fellowship/Coffee 

  8:30 am-5:00 pm            Fellowship Hall 

  Monday thru Friday        10:00 A.M.  Worship in 

                  Sanctuary 

  


