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                                 Why Did Jesus Fold the Napkin? 

                Why did Jesus fold the linen burial cloth                              
             after His resurrection? 

 

 The Gospel of John (20:7) tells us that the napkin, which was placed over the face of Jesus, 
was not just thrown aside like the grave clothes.  The Bible takes an entire verse to tell us that the 
napkin was neatly folded, and was placed separate from the grave clothes.  Early Sunday morning, 
while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and found Simon Peter and the other dis-
ciple,  the one whom Jesus loved.  She said, “They have taken the Lord’s body out of the tomb, and 
I don’t know where they have put him!” Peter and the other disciple ran to the tomb to see… The 
other disciple outran Peter and got there first.  He stooped and looked in and saw the linen cloth 
lying there, but he didn’t go in. 

 Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside.  He also noticed the linen wrappings lying there, 
while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was folded up and lying to the side. 

 Was that important?  Absolutely! 

 Is it really significant? Yes! 

 In order to understand the significance of the folded napkin, you have to understand a little bit 
about Hebrew tradition of that day.  The folded napkin had to do with the Master and Servant, and 
every Jewish boy knew this tradition. 

 When the servant set the dinner table for the master, he made sure that it was exactly the way 
the master wanted it… 

 The table was furnished perfectly, and then the servant would wait, just out of sight, until the 
master had finished eating, and the servant would not dare touch that table, until the master was   
finished.  Now, if the master were done eating, he would rise from the table, wipe his fingers, his 
mouth, and clean his beard, and would wad up that napkin and toss it onto the table. 

 The servant would then know to clear the table.  For in those days, the wadded napkin meant, 
“I’m done.” 

 But if the master got up from the table, and folded his napkin, and laid it beside his plate, the 
servant would not dare touch the table, because……..The folded napkin meant, “I’m coming back!” 

 He is Coming Back!! 
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  SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
 

MARCH 1, 2021 
 

 The Session approved: 
 
    *        Holding a Maundy Thursday service at 6:30 p.m. on April 1, 2021 with  
          Communion 
 
    *        Restarting serving Communion on the first Sunday of each month beginning  
   with Easter Sunday 
 
    *       Holding the memorial service of Shirley Kidd on May 24, 2021 at 2 p.m. led  
  by  Commissioned Pastor Kathy Terpstra 
 
    *      Using PCUSA mission co-workers for Sunday messages when needed  

Investment Fund Report       

  Endowment Scholarship      

  Fund Fund  New Covenant Fund 

Fund Balance  12/31/2020 $42,128.17 $11,614.68  Fund Balance  12/31/2020 $727,236.50 

Fund Balance  1/31/2021 $42,037.60 $11,587.74  Fund Balance  12/31/2020 $727,236.50 

Fund Balance  2/28/2021 $41,309.24 $11,371.08  Fund Balance  12/31/2020 $727,236.50 

New Funds  $0.00 $0.00  New Funds  $0.00 

Funds Used  $0.00 $0.00  Funds Used  $0.00 

Net Change for Month -$728.36 -$216.66  Net Change for Quarter $0.00 

Percentage Change -1.73% -1.87%  Percentage Change 0.00% 

Year to Date Change -$818.93 -$243.60  Year to Date Change $0.00 

Year to Date Percentage -1.94% -2.10%  Year to Date Percentage 0.00% 

        

Jerry Bents       Has Quarterly 

Treasurer       Statements 
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 Circle II will meet Thursday, April 8th at 7:00 pm.  Our usual meeting date is the first Thurs-
day of the month which is April 1st but it is also Maundy Thursday.  We will meet via Zoom and in 
the Fellowship Hall.  It's our version of  "hybrid" Bible Study.  Feel free to choose the venue you're 
comfortable with, remotely via Zoom or in person in the Fellowship Hall.  Eileen Helmstetter will  
lead Lesson Nine. 

 This is the last lesson in our PW/Horizons Bible Study.  Please consider whether we should 
continue with Horizons or suggest a new direction for our group on Thursday the 8th.   

  

 Looking forward to seeing some of you in person!  It has been over a year! 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 We would like to take this time to thank our Hope Family, for the prayers, cards, and 
phone calls. 
 We have gone through last year, with Wayne’s knee replacement, and now this year as  
I have gone through knee replacement.  Wayne  is waiting to see his neurologist in May,  
unless there is a cancelation before. 
 I am still recovering from knee replacement, which is now giving me tendonitis pain, but 
thinking positive that it will heal fast.  Hopefully we can be back in church soon! We feel so 
blessed to have all of you as our church family! 
  
                                                      Blessings to all of you, 
 
                                                               Wayne and Darlene Thompson  



   Deacons                  
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 The Deacons met on Wednesday, March 17th (postponed from March 15th due to bad 
weather) in the Fellowship Hall.   We have continued to call, write notes and visit, taking all 
safety precautions. 

 The Deacons will again resume the tasks of the Compassion Care Team, providing the 
Grief Booklets and Care Notes on an ongoing basis.   

 No Communion or Extended Communion was served in March.  Our next Communion 
dates will be Maundy Thursday service and Easter Sunday, continuing thereafter on the first 
Sunday of each month. 

 April Deacons of the Month are Joni Lamphere and Kim O’Malley. 

 Our next meeting will held in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, April 19th. 

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

                                      

                       U-NITE 

 U-Nite is a YouTube channel loaded with missionary adven-  
tures, Bible lessons, action-packed songs, and more! God’s Word is 
shared in a fun, engaging way to draw children to both understand 
and apply biblical truths to their lives. Children can watch these videos over        
breakfast, after school, in the evening—anytime! 

 Just go to our website (hopechurchspicer.org) under “Christian Education” to view. 
Lessons were sent out to children in the Fall, but these are still available on our web-

site. Please check out the songs, videos and games! 

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

(TAKEN ON EASTER SUNDAY) 

One Great Hour of Sharing is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come togeth-
er every year to work for a better world.  Each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing helps 

improve the lives of the suffering and the vulnerable through three life-saving pro-
grams~ Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self-

Development of People.  Please give generously! 
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Hello Hope, 

 

It’s time to register for summer camp! I’m still not used to typing those words together 

and almost can’t believe it’s true, but it is. As of today we are planning on safely having 

summer camp this summer! 

 

If you are ready to register for summer camp you can do that today. Go to 

www.clearwaterforest.org to start the registration process. If you have a deposit to use 

from last year it will automatically get applied to your account for this year. If there are any 

questions about that, please contact Tami in the office. 

If you aren’t quite ready to register for camp, that’s ok too! We know the health landscape 

continues to change every day. We want everyone to be able to make an informed decision 

about coming to camp this summer. A couple key things to know now: 

1. We will continue to follow all public health guidelines from the federal, state, and local 

governments. 

2. Camp might look a little bit different than you are used to. Most meals will be outdoors 

(yay for camp!), and campers will stay with their cabin groups throughout most of the 

day. 

3. Increased sanitizing and hand washing throughout the day. 

 
We will have more specific details about what the summer will look like in the coming 
weeks. 
 
I look forward to staying in touch and hope to see you all at camp very, very soon. 
 
Doug Snaza 
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 PLEASE CALL KAREN WITH YOUR AVAILABLE DATES TO SIGN-UP FOR 

MOWING THE LAWN AND PULLING WEEDS-SHE WILL GET YOU ON THE LIST! 

THE GRASS WILL BE GROWING SOON AND WILL NEED YOUR ASSISTANCE TO 

KEEP IT GROOMED!! 

 

  

 

 

 

 SPRING CHURCH CLEAN-UP DAY WILL BE SATURDAY, MAY 8TH! PLEASE 

COME TO HELP US GET THE GROUNDS READY FOR OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

AND ACTIVITIES! 

 

 

 CIRCLE THE DATE OF JUNE 10TH ON YOUR CALEN-

DAR TO HELP WITH THE MEATBALL SUPPER!  WE WILL 

BE HAVING A DRIVE-THRU EVENT WITH SERVING FROM 

4:00-7:00 PM.  IT WILL BE A NEW ADVENTURE, BUT AS 

ALWAYS, A FUN TIME TO ALL WORK TOGETHER!  ALL 

PROCEEDS GO TO THE CAMP FUND FOR THE KIDS. 

 

  



           CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR JOB DESCRIPTION 
 
Purpose of the position: To work with the Personnel Committee, Christian Education Commit-
tee and Session in planning, developing and supervising the Christian Education ministry of 
Hope Presbyterian Church. 
 
Responsibilities: 
To coordinate and unify the educational activities of the church 
To help locate appropriate curricula for prekindergarten through the adult level and order      

curricula 
To help recruit teachers 
To develop and carry out teacher training 
To obtain Christian Education supplies 
To help find resources for teachers 
To coordinate and oversee programming during Christian Education sessions 
To get subs for teachers unable to teach 
To keep track of attendance and offering 
To connect with students who are missing for three straight weeks 
To update information in the Hope Scope (monthly), bulletins (weekly), and in note form to   

children and families 
To participate in Christian Education meetings (monthly) 
To help develop and oversee Vacation Bible School 
To serve as advisor to youth fellowship and adult education programs 
To plan and oversee a yearly local mission project for children and youth of Hope              

(within Minnesota) 
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 Hope Presbyterian is seeking a Christian Education Director. The posi-

tion's salary will be a minimum of $12.50 per hour dependent upon qualifi-

cations (education and experience), for 10-15 hours per week. Applicants, 

please send a cover letter and resume to the attention of the Personnel 

Committee at our church address, 7730 N Shore Dr, Spicer MN 56288.  



                                   
                March 2021 Updates 

 
It’s hard to believe March is almost over.  We are in full swing of fundraising 

for the MN FoodShare campaign and the community is once again showing 

The Link how lucky we are to be a part of so many giving people. The Minne-

sota FoodShare March Campaign brings together organizations, business-

es, faith communities, and individuals to help keep 300 food shelves statewide stocked throughout 

the year. Minnesota FoodShare has distributed over 18 million dollars to March Campaign partici-

pating food shelves throughout the state via the Minnesota FoodShare FoodFund. This fund in-

cludes donations secured year-round from corporations, individuals, foundations, and businesses. 

One hundred percent of donations received by Minnesota Foodshare during the March Campaign 

go into the FoodFund and are distributed to March Campaign participating food shelves. 

For more information on the Minnesota FoodShare, visit www.mnfoodshare.org.  

 
With its efforts to raise money for Minnesota FoodShare month, The Link set a goal of raising 

$25,000 before April 7
th
.  On this quest, Three Sisters offered a match of $1,000 and if that match 

was met by March 17, they would donate another $500. This match was met within a few days of 

their announcement!  Richard and Barbara Gunderson also offered to match $2,000 and have said 

if that goal is met by the end of March, they want to donate another $1,000! As I am typing this up-

date, this match was also met and we are extremely close to our goal! Needless to say, the gener-

osity is humbling and there is no doubt The Link will meet its’ goal by the time the campaign is over.  

Thank you does not seem enough for all the outpouring support!  YOU truly are The LINK!  

 
In February, The Food Pantry welcomed 7 new families, served 39 children, 76 adults and 15 sen-

iors. Food totaling 3480 pounds was distributed and 506 pounds of food was donated from commu-

nity members and churches.   

  

The Wildcat Backpack Program continues to deliver to Prairie Meadows Headstart program and 

we also have a few families picking up their backpack food during the week. If you know a family 

that could benefit from this program, please have them call Ashley at 320-354-5555.   

Senior Food Delivery-  If you, or someone you know, is interested in hearing more about this   

program please have them call Ashley at 320-354-5555.  

The Link’s Client Outreach program served 9 families in the month of February.  Thanks to some 

generous volunteers, a lot of large furniture items that had been donated to The Link were deliv-

ered to families in need!   

 
Tuesday’s Table: 

Tuesday’s Table continues to be cancelled until further notice.  

Monthly Giving Opportunities: 

The Link makes monthly giving a convenient option for our donors. You can set up online giving 
through The Link’s website at www.youarethelink.org or directly through your bank. If you would 
like to make a one-time donation, you can send a check to P.O. Box 823, New London, MN 56273 
or via Venmo @The-Link-1.  Please contact Ashley at 320-354-5555 or email her at ash-
ley@youarethelink.org for more information. 
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Members with Health Concerns:  

Charlotte DeLong, Bob Sietsema, Darlene Thompson 

 

Family and Friends with Health Concerns: 

Aleah (Clark) Auge                                             Pastor Bill Miller 

Mary (Friend of Jonelle Foreman)      Tobin Hanson (Josh & Brittany Gehrke’s cousin  

Shirley (Gwen Anfinson’s sister)   Kathy (Friend of Sherry Bratsch)  

     

Care Facilities:  

Barb Morris (Willmar), Mary Lou Swart (PCU’s at GlenOaks), Ruth Grom (Iowa),  

Maxine Quale (Willmar) 

 

Grieving:  

Family of Terry Frazee, Family of Ann Thorson (Lisa’s sister-in-law) 

 

Other Concerns:  

For those dealing with mental health issues and who struggle with addiction 

For those deeply wounded by domestic violence 

For those grieving the death of a loved one due to violence 

For those affected by natural disasters, COVID-19 pandemic 

For those serving in the military  

  

 

 



HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
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PHONE: 320-796-2650 
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    SUNDAYS 

                     10:00 A.M.   Worship     
                Also Facebook Live & on Radio 
                            TV on Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. 

                (Channel 18 or Channel 181) 

        Office Hours       

   Monday thru Friday       

   8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.                          


