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"Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life........Do not worry, saying "What will we eat? What 

will we drink? or What will we wear?  Do I have enough toilet paper? Your Heavenly Father knows 

that you need all these things.  So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of 

its own. Today's trouble is enough for today." Matthew 6:25,35 NRSV (with editing) 

Leader: God is good.  

Response: All the time. 

 

It's a call and response used at many meetings that I have gone to.  It is used to get the group's at-

tention for the speaker to start.    But it's a powerful statement right now.  One that's easy to forget 

amid the chaos that is going on.  

At this time maybe we need to let God get our attention.  There is so much anxiety, hurt and disap-

pointment going on.  It was so hard to make the decision not to worship together for the next two 

Sundays.  Plus we don't know what will happen after that.  What about Palm Sunday and Easter?  

What about Confirmation?   There is a lot of unknowns and that makes us anxious.  

I am reading a Lenten devotional book this year.  It's called "A Way Other Than Our Own" by Wal-

ter Brueggemann.  It's wonderful.  I picked it out long before this Lenten season and all that it 

brought.  I have been surprised and amazed at how much of what is written applies to our current 

situation.   

  One of the daily readings says:  Being unafraid is an odd vocation; but it is the vocation of all 

those who have been baptized.  We are different when we are baptized."  

He goes on to list ways “The unafraid” act: 

The unafraid are open to the neighbor, while the frightened are defending themselves from the 

neighbor. 

The unafraid are generous in the community, while the frightened, in their anxiety, must keep 

and store and accumulate, to make themselves safe. 

The unafraid commit acts of compassion and mercy, while the frightened do not notice those in 

need. 

The unafraid are committed to justice for the weak and the poor, while the frightened see them 

only as threats. 

The unafraid pray in the morning, care through the days, and rejoice at night in thanks and 

praise, while the frightened are endlessly restless and dissatisfied.   

During this time we need to be unafraid and  put our faith in the Lord.  But we also need to take 

precautions to keep ourselves and others safe.   After all, when Jesus was being tempted by Satan 

he responded by saying, "It is written, "Do not put the Lord your God to the test."    (cont.) 
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 (continued) 

Take care of yourself and be safe.  You can't help others if you are ill or are overcome with grief 

and worry.  Don't hesitate to reach out if you feel overwhelmed or if you need help of any kind.  We 

are all our brothers and sister’s keepers.  That means not only are you responsible to help when 

you can but your brothers and sisters in Christ are also responsible for you.  Give them the chance 

to be of service to the Lord through you.  Galatians 6:2 "Bear one another's burdens, and in this 

way you will fulfill the law of Christ." 

Please in the next few weeks take the time to call and check on your friends and neighbors.  Keep 

each other in your prayers.  Someone has volunteered to make grocery runs if that is something 

you need.  We at the church are here to help in any way that we can.  Karen will be answering the 

phone and you can call her or me if you need anything, or if you just need to talk. 

The plans are being made for your video worship for the next two Sundays. We will again be on Fa-

cebook live.   It will feel very strange to preach to a church empty except for the sound and video 

people and Maggie and whatever she puts together.  So put on your comfy clothes, or don't get 

dressed at all, bring your coffee and come to worship this Sunday.  You don't even need to comb 

your hair.  If you have prayer request, get them to me, Karen, Darlene or on Sunday morning you 

can put them in comments during worship and we will be able to include them in prayers,.   

Watch your e-mails.  We may do some special Facebook live or I will be sending some updates or 

maybe just encouragement during this time.  We are strong in the Lord and we can weather this 

storm together.   

Blessings to you all!  Don't let social distancing become social isolation.   

   Pastor Kathy 

    
 At the Session meeting on March 2nd, Session approved: 
        *         Increasing the maximum salary for a pastoral candidate to $75,000. 

        *         The Personnel Committee advertising for someone to lead Christian Education and    
   mission activities. 

   *         Installation/ordination of new Deacons Sandy Meyer and Kim O’Malley during worship 
   on April 19th. 

  At a special meeting on March 17th,  the Session approved: 
        *        Allowing AA to continue to meet at Hope Church Saturday evenings and be responsible  
       for monitoring themselves as to the social distancing recommended by the Centers for   
            Disease Control.   **Note: As of March 21st, AA informed us that they will not be meeting  
      till further notice. 

 *         Setting up online giving through the Presbyterian Foundation and approving the 2% fee 
     charged by the Foundation. 
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ONLINE GIVING FUND 
 

 The session has decided to begin an Online Giving Fund through the Presbyteri-
an Foundation.  What this means is that you will be able to make online donations to 
Hope Church through our website.  There will be a button that you can click on so 
you can log in to your portal in order to make your donations.  There will be no need 
to write checks as these donations will automatically come from your checking ac-
count.  You will also be able to designate different funds to which you want the money 
to go.  More information will be available when this Online Giving Fund has been 
added to Hope’s website. 

Investment Fund Report        

  Endowment 

Scholar-

ship     New Covenant Fund  

  Fund Fund      

Fund Balance  12/31/2019 $41,228.41 $11,347.17  Fund Balance  12/31/2019 $630,053.76  

Fund Balance  1/31/2020 $41,447.54 $11,412.31  Fund Balance  12/31/2019 $630,053.76  

Fund Balance  2/29/2020 $40,751.14 $11,205.15  Fund Balance  12/31/2019 $630,053.76  

New Funds  $0.00 $0.00  New Funds  $0.00  

Funds Used  $0.00 $0.00  Funds Used  $0.00  

Net Change for Month -$696.40 -$207.16  Net Change for Quarter $0.00  

Percentage Change -1.68% -1.82%  Percentage Change 0.00%  

Year to Date Change -$477.27 -$142.02  Year to Date Change $0.00  

Year to Date Percentage -1.16% -1.25%  Year to Date Percentage 0.00%  

         

Jerry Bents       Has Quarterly  

Treasurer       Statements  

         

How to remotely connect: 

Our Presbytery has a license for Zoom which is an interactive way to conference by the internet or 

by your smart phone.  It's free to get the app and we can use it to get together in a new way which 

is very user friendly and easy for us to use.  Any committees that want to meet let me know and I 

will help you set it up.  If any other group (PW, Bible Study or a new group that would like to have a 

video chat) just get a hold of me and we will find a time.  This is a wonderful way to use technology 

to get together.  Call me if you have ideas or questions.  

Technology can be a wonderful tool at this time.  Don't be scared of it - remember it says “fear not 

or do not be afraid” many times in the Bible.  

  Pastor Kathy  

*Please limit your visits to church in this time of crisis-please call first-Thanks! 
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   Deacons                           By Sandy Lee, Moderator 

 HPW                                                                     By Sharon Jones 

 Three intrepid women gathered on Tuesday, March 3rd at 6:30 pm and enjoyed a time of      

fellowship. The next HPW meeting is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, April 7th at 6:30 pm with 

Carol Sampson giving devotions. 

 Circle II will NOT meet on Thursday, April 2nd due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Church ser-

vices were cancelled through March 29th, April 2nd is only 4 days later, Circle II women are primari-

ly part of the risk group and can number 10 or more. 

 Elroy and I are on a Staycation that began March 14th.  We are limited by staying home- no 

church activities, not going out to eat or movies and a dinner invitation with friends was cancelled 

because the group couldn't stay 6 feet away from each other in their home. However, we can play 

Hand and Foot plus other games, FaceTime our immediate family and call our Hope family and 

friends.  Notice there isn't any list about organizing cupboards or closets.  This is a Staycation. 

Do your best to stay safe and healthy! 
 

    ** RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE ON SATURDAY, APRIL 18TH IS  

       POSTPONED TO A LATER DATE 

The Deacons met on Monday, March 16, 2020. 

Pastor Kathy discussed recommendations that session had made regarding Coronavirus.   

Twenty-five missed you in church cards were mailed in February. 

The youth are planning to give Easter Gift Baskets to the shut-ins. We were reminded that the East-
er flowers/lilies left after Easter worship can be delivered to shut-ins. 

Discussion was held on sending cards and gift cards to college age students for finals week, and 
also sending cards and gift cards to our high school graduates at graduation. We will need five   
confirmation shawls this year. 

We received information from the Presbytery on the Coronavirus/COVID-19 Pandemic. We          
reviewed a list of current members and discussed calling and sending cards to elderly members.   
Discussed asking shut-ins to make calls, similar to a Phone Tree, to other shut-ins. 

There were 41 communion participants on Ash Wednesday, February 26th. 

Sunday, March 1st there were 83 communion participants. 

Our next communion dates are quarantine dependent:  Sunday, April 5th Palm Sunday, April 5th 
Glen Oaks Service, April 9th Maundy Thursday, April 12th Easter.  

April Deacons of the Month are Erica Joelson and Joni Lamphere.  

Our next meeting is Monday, April 20th. We discussed holding a Zoom Call Meeting. 

“When Jesus then saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to His 
mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” John 19:26  Even as He died, Jesus showed His deep and 
genuine concern for others.  He called upon John the Beloved to care for his mother.  “The Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45) 
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PALM SUNDAY (APRIL 5TH) 

   WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION AND ADULT CHOIR CANTATA 

  MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE WITH COMMUNION (APRIL 9) 

  GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE (APRIL 10)  

  EASTER SUNDAY (APRIL 12TH) 

        (One Great Hour of Sharing Offering received) 

   8:30 A.M.  PRAISE SERVICE BY THE CONFIRMANDS 

   9:15 A.M.  BREAKFAST SERVED BY THE SESSION 

     10:00 A.M.  WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   CONFIRMATION SUNDAY (MAY 3RD)   

        Jacey Altermatt     Isaac Haglund 

       Ava O’Malley     Wyatt Steele 

                   Carter Taatjes 

  **Please join us in celebrating Isaac Haglund’s Confirmation on Sunday, May 3rd at the River   
    of Hope Youth Center from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. for cake and fellowship. 

    Philippians 4:13  “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.” 

 TENTATIVE DATES FOR WORSHIP 
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Hello everyone! 

 

I just wanted to let all of you know how we are doing at The Link during the COVID-19 emer-
gency. The Evangelical Covenant Church and Kay made the decision to close the thrift store 
on Monday. This was for the safety of the volunteers and to follow the social distancing re-
strictions.  

 

Ashley and I both have The Link phone lines forwarded to our personal cell phones so that we 
can always be available as panic for some sets in. Ashley is using a phone to complete the in-
take process for the client services and financial outreach program. She is making payments 
on behalf of them via online or over the phone. 

 

We have made changes to how we serve families with food by using the window in the food 
pantry to communicate with people. The Link puts together the food that they request in a box 
which is then outside for them.We ask that families wait in their vehicles if someone is at the 
window in order to follow the social distancing guidelines.  

 

We are expecting a food delivery on Tuesday so we know that we have food coming. We have 
been seeing new families and had at least 5 new ones this week. I can only assume it is going 
to continue to increase.  

 

We delivered the backpacks to the school on Monday so that all of the kids would get them be-
fore schools closed. We put a note in each bag encouraging people to come to get food at The 
Link. I also talked to Trish Perry about the possibility of putting bags together and having them 
go on the buses that are delivering the meals to kids. As restrictions keep changing on an 
hourly basis, Ashley and I are doing the best we can to meet all needs. 

 

I have received several calls from people in the community and business owners asking what 
The Link's biggest needs are right now. I answer with one word...MONEY! Why? Well with 
money we can take $1 and purchase $10 worth of food and that is very important right now. 
With money we can help people who are in a financial crisis. It also keeps people from going to 
the store to buy food to bring to us. That just puts everyone at risk and defeats our efforts. We 
are beyond blessed to live and serve this community. I am so thankful to have all of the 
churches support The Link. 

 

I will be participating in a virtual Zoom meeting on Monday with a group of community leaders 
of Kandiyohi County to get updated information, resources and to discuss the issues and 
needs of the people The Link serves.  

 

Thank you,  

Chasity, Executive Director 
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                 (*) Denotes new 

Members with Health Concerns:  

John Williamson, Wayne Thompson, Jerry Leason, Gwen Anfinson, Shelly Peralta,  

Don Grosklags, Mark Radabaugh, Darlene Thompson 

 

Family and Friends with Health Concerns:   

Diane Amundson              Bill Gossman  

Todd (Betty & Jerry Harder’s son)      Bobbie (Joni Lamphere’s aunt)  

Kathy (Sherry Bratsch’s co-worker)    Roger Jones (Arlos’ brother)  

Ruth Plaeckner (Ardis Just’s sister-in-law)          Marcia Quale            

Stephanie & Sister (Lamphere’s dau-in-law)      Greg (Jeff Lamphere’s cousin)    

Kristin, Craig & Shayla (Helmstetter’s family)   Ken Stinson (Dee Norling’s son)  

Lynette (Jeff Wersal’s sister)      Scott (Joni Lamphere’s nephew)   

Reatha & Bobbie Fowler (Hilda Grosklags’ sister & husband)       

Kevin Curran (Wayne & Darlene Thompson’s son-in-law)  

 

Care Facilities:  

Mahlon Caylor, Shirley Kidd, Ruth Grom, Maxine Quale, Hazel Jones 

 

Grieving:  

Family of Gene (Eileen Helmstetter’s brother), Family of Sandy Sawyer (Friend of  

Sharon Jones) 

 

Other Concerns:  

For those dealing with mental health issues and who struggle with addiction 

For those deeply wounded by domestic violence 

For those grieving the death of a loved one due to violence 

For those affected by natural disasters 

For those serving in the military - Brandon Dean (Afghanistan) 
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Hospitality Servants & Worship Assistants 

 

April Schedule 

   

 

 

 

 

 

       Lay Readers & Ushers 

 

April 5:   Open 

April 12:  Open 

April 19:  Open 

April 26:  Sue Block 

COFFEE SERVERS  

April 5:  Carol & Bob Sampson, Jo Holm 

April 12:  Easter Breakfast—Session 

April 19:  Wendy & Bob Barr, Melissa & Lyle Mangen 

April 26:  Jackie Wahl & Gaylord Lind, Vicky & Lindsay Nelson 

 

               Sound Operators 

Nancy Gjerde 

Pete Bratberg 

Dan Fischer 

Duane Taatjes 

Screen Operators:  

Stephanie Bents, Sherry Bratsch 

Video Operators: Pete Bratberg/

Jerry Leason/Kris Oman/Barry 

Sampson/Daryl Taatjes 

Radio Operators:  

Harold Foreman/Daryl Taatjes 
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            ANNUAL MEATBALL SUPPER/SILENT AUCTION 

        FRIDAY, MAY  1 ST  4:00 -  7:00 P.M.  

              (TENTATIVE DATE)  

 

 

 

 

                 ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT DAD’S BELGIAN WAFFLE FEED  

   EASTER EGG HUNT, BAKE SALE AND SILENT AUCTION 

SATURDAY, MAY 9TH 8:00 - 11:00 AM,  AT PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

   PROCEEDS GO TO THE NEW LONDON AMBASSADOR   

     PROGRAM & NEW LONDON WATERDAYS 

 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

  
  

   If you or someone you know is in need of food deliv-
ery in our area, please contact The Link at 320-354-5555 
to register.  They will send out a food list and discuss 
what is currently available at The Food Pantry.     

 Deliveries will take place on Wednesdays and as 
needed (no more than twice a month) depending on vol-
unteers available. Volunteers or staff will contact individ-
uals prior to each delivery to document needed items. 



HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

7730 NORTH SHORE DRIVE 

SPICER, MN 56288 

 

PHONE: 320-796-2650 

E-MAIL: hopepres@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: http://hopechurchspicer.org 

RADIO: KGLH 96.9 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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         2020      

 SUNDAYS 

  

  9:15  A.M.  Fellowship/Coffee  

                            

      Fellowship Hall 

   (if worship is held in sanctuary)     

             

             10:00 A.M.  Worship     

             Office Hours               

       Monday thru Friday      

     8:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.     

                 


