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  Because you live, O Christ, the garden of the world has come to flower;                                              

   The darkness of the tomb is flooded with Your resurrection power. 

The stone has rolled away and death cannot imprison! 

O sing this Easter Day, for Jesus Christ has risen! 

Lawns are greening all around us.  Buds are swelling to bursting on trees.  The birds are back in 

chorus.  Spring is busting out all over!  It is a wonderful metaphor for this season of Easter.  The 

stone has been rolled away; God has acted powerfully to do what we could not do; Christ is risen 

and new life is bursting out of the tomb. 

The scripture readings for worship in this Easter season speak of the power of this new life and its 

impact on people as the disciples make Jesus known to others: 

• Apr. 28
th
    Acts 5:27-32      The disciples witness to Jesus’ resurrection. 

• May 5
th
       Acts 9:1-20       God transforms Saul, the persecutor, into Paul to be the     

                                   apostle to the Gentiles. 

• May 12
th
    Acts 9:36-43      God overcomes death for Dorcas, so she may continue her   

                             ministry to widows. 

• May 19
th
    Acts 11:1-18 God removes the barrier between Jews and Gentiles, as   

                             Peter shares the gospel with Cornelius and family, and they   

                                   are baptized with the Holy Spirit. 

• May 26
th
    Acts 16:9-15 Lydia, a Gentile businesswoman, opens her heart and her   

                             home to the message of Jesus Christ. 

• June 2
nd

    Acts 16:16-34 God frees Paul and Silas from prison and they, in turn, save   

                                   the life of the prison guard. 

These stories are all about the springtime of the church – the “greening of the world” through the 

power of Jesus’ resurrection. 

Hope Church is going through a “greening up” process as well.  You have identified strengths and 

weaknesses, joy and concerns for your ministry.  These aspects of your congregational life and  

vision, as expressed in your Mission Information Form, are like new buds waiting to open as you 

prepare for a new pastor.  Your PNC is charged with helping others see the life and ministry that 

are rising in your church.  Your prayers for the PNC, for the congregation, and for the pastor God 

has in mind for you, keep the Spirit moving among you, like sap rising in the trees and preparing for 

the new life to burst forth.   

You are Easter People, part of God’s dream of bringing new life to this world.  Trust that God has a 

vision for you as a congregation, that the Spirit is moving in the search process, and that Risen 

One goes before you to lead the way. 

Christ is risen!                Pastor Leah 

                           Grace Notes 
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Investment Fund Report      New 

  Endowment Scholarship     Covenant 

  Fund Fund    Fund 

Fund Bal-
ance  12/31/2018 $38,519.09 $10,542.62  Fund Balance  12/31/2018 $504,142.25 

Fund Bal-
ance  2/28/2019 $39,766.92 $10,913.53  Fund Balance  12/31/2018 $504,142.25 

Fund Bal-
ance  3/31/2019 $39,817.03 $10,928.31  Fund Balance  3/31/2019 $549,769.94 

Funds Used  $0.00 $0.00  Funds Used  $0.00 

Net Change for Month $50.11 $14.78  Net Change for Quarter $45,627.69 

Percentage Change 0.13% 0.14%  Percentage Change 9.05% 

Year to Date Change $1,297.94 $385.69  Year to Date Change $45,627.69 

Year to Date Percentage 3.37% 3.66%  Year to Date Percentage 9.05% 

        

Jerry Bents       Has Quarterly 

Treasurer       Statements 

 The Session approved the following, at their last meeting on April 1st: 

 Ralph Jansen and Bill Schurman to do the annual audit of the church’s financial records; 

 A contract with Tree-n-Turf for summer lawn treatments and payment of $809.98; 

 Vacation for Pastor Elrod for May 13-19, 2019; 

 Receiving into membership of Hope Presbyterian Church by transfer from Peace Lutheran 

Church, Darwin Schroeder and Joyce Schroeder and from Vinje Lutheran Church, David      

Carlson; 

 Holding officer training at 5:30 p.m. on May 6, 2019. 

 Extending the contract with Rev. Dr. Leah Elrod through August 31, 2019 with a 30-day termina-

tion notice by either party; 

 Changing the locks on all outside doors of the church at the recommendation of the insurance 

underwriter and directing the Personnel Committee develop a policy on who should receive a 

key; 

 Having the contractor do the tear down of the kitchen; 

 Entering into a Maintenance Agreement with neighboring property owners; 

 Holding Spring Clean-Up on Monday, May 20, 2019 from 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

 Giving the church’s 40% portion of the Pentecost Offering to The Link for its backpack program; 

 Allowing members to hold other events in the River of Hope Youth Center during construction of 

the new kitchen; and 

 The audit report of the church’s financial records. 
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   Deacons                 By Sandy Lee The Deacons met on Monday, April 15th. 

We will be using bread from the Wednesday night services for the Maundy Thursday Communion 
Service. The May Deacons of the month, Leslie and Sherry, will place shawls on the 4 confirmands 
on Confirmation Sunday.  

Deacons will deliver any Easter flowers left, after the Easter Services, to their shut-ins. Deacons al-
so will check mailboxes prior to visiting their shut-ins and take any mail to them. Vote was approved 
to continue sending gift cards to college students with a card and note; there are 9 students who will 
receive these prior to finals. It was voted and approved to give gift cards and cards to the 3 high 
school graduates. 

Sunday, April 7th, 98 were served communion. 16 were served extended communion, all from Glen 
Oaks when Pastor Leah led the service.  

Communion will be served Sunday, May 5th Confirmation Sunday. 

May Deacons of the Month are: Leslie Radabaugh & Sherry Bratsch 

Our next scheduled meeting will be held Monday, May 20th. 

The deacons wish to remind everyone that you may listen to our worship service live on radio sta-
tion KGLH, 96.9 FM at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings. You may also view the service on the 
church website: www.hopechurchspicer.org. Click on: Engage with Us/Weekly Services. A pass-
word is not necessary to view the service. Our service is televised on WRAC 8 (Channel 18/181) on 
Thursday at 7:55 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

 

“We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand 
so that we would walk in them.” No one understands you better than God – He knows you far more 
profoundly than you can even know yourself.  In fact, the Lord knows what you were created to be 
and all the great things He could accomplish through you if you were to surrender yourself to Him.  
He has designed you for a specific, fulfilling purpose, but you cannot find it or achieve it on your 
own.  Rather, it is only by abiding in Him that it will come to fruition in your life. 

 

 

 

 

UPDATE FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

   We want to thank everyone for your generous giving this year!  We 
know that the weather has not been good every Sunday.  As of March 
31

st
, your gifts have totaled $48,134.31 toward expenses of 

$52,939.14.  We are making progress!  

 Thank you for considering what you can do to help support Christ’s 
ministry through Hope Presbyterian! 
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 HPW                           By Sharon Jones         

Wired word bible study 

 The Wired Word Bible Study has again resumed for five weeks, until Memorial 

Day.  Please join the groups meeting on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m., Tuesday 

mornings at 11:00 a.m. or Wednesday evenings at 6:15 p.m.  This study can also be 

done at home.  Notify Karen in the office if you would like it  sent to you via email or 

pick up a printed copy on the table by the mailboxes.  The topics are very current of 

things happening in the world today, tying it together with Bible verses.  We are very 

blessed to have great leaders, giving their time and talents to lead us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 Devotions for the April 2nd HPW meeting were given by Carol Sampson.  The April 2nd devo-

tions in These  Days were based on Psalm 126:1,5.  In Arfon Mohamud’s program, “Kenya, Somali 

Story”, she related the struggle of waiting with the children for five years to follow her husband to the 

United States.  Arfon has worked in the Willmar school system and is now studying to be a nurse.  

Arfon has a visa, but is facing complications applying for US Citizenship. 

 The next HPW meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 6th at 6:30 pm. Devotions will be   

given by Kathy Taatjes.  

 Circle II will meet on Thursday, May 2nd at the home of Conny Williamson.  Jonelle Foreman 

will lead the lesson.  

        CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

  MAY 5TH    - 10:00 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

  DYLAN GEHRKE   ANAKIN HAGLUND 

  TREVIN O’MALLEY  SKYLA SAMPSON 

  **Please join Anakin’s family in celebrating his 

Confirmation at the River of Hope Youth Center from 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

  “I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.” 

              Philippians 4:13 
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 FAMILY NIGHT MAY 8TH 

 On Wednesday, May 8th, we will be having a Family Night for kids and their fami-

lies.  We will be providing supper for everyone at 5:45 p.m.  Following supper, we will 

make pillowcases for young boys and girls who have been affected by Hurricane   

Maria in Puerto Rico.  Mark your calendar and come for a fun night to wrap up this              

season of WOW and TAG! 

            

 Family Ministries Committee 

 

 

 

 

 Clearwater Forest Spring Work Weekend is 

May 17th, 18th & 19th.  Please add your name to 

the sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

 A night at the Stingers game is being planned for this    

summer.  Please watch for upcoming details! 

  

 The First Presbyterian Church in Willmar has invit-

ed those preschool through 6th grade on a space travel 

adventure to explore where God’s power can take 

them!  Dates are Sunday, June 9th thru Wednesday, 

June 12th from 5:00 p.m.-7:45 p.m.  The theme this 

year is “TO MARS & BEYOND”.  Please pick up a VBS 

registration form in our church office.  The cost of $30/

family, which includes a meal each day, will be paid by 

our church!  Please complete a registration form by 

May 6th.  Volunteers are also welcome! Please contact 

Jill Boeyink at 320-235-1263 if you would like to volun-

teer! 

 Family Fun Page 



Page 6                     Hope Scope                   Volume 5, Issue 1 

 Welcome to our newest members! 

Joyce and Darwin Schroeder 

4539 Hwy. 9 NE, New London 

 Welcome to Joyce and Darwin Schroeder, who have transferred to Hope Presby-

terian Church from Peace Lutheran Church in New London.  They have three chil-

dren:  JaNaye Erickson, who lives in Elk River, Dana Wachter, who lives in Dodge 

Center and son Lee, who resides with them.  Darwin is retired and Joyce is employed 

full time in Willmar, working with those that have mental disabilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

David Carlson 

8390 North Shore Drive, Spicer 

 Welcome to David Carlson, who has transferred to Hope Presbyterian Church 

from Vinje Lutheran Church in Willmar.  He enjoys all sports, especially running.  He 

has also worked in the White House for President Ronald Reagan.  He is also retired. 
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May 2019 Updates 

 
Minnesota Food Share Success 

As a Minnesota Food Share March Campaign participant, The Link is asked to report totals 

received during the campaign period. Reporting the pounds and dollars donated is used in 

determining the match The Link Food Pantry receives from MN Food Share. 

 
The support The Link Food Pantry received from the community, churches and service or-

ganizations during the campaign was phenomenal! The food items donated totaled 1,725 

pounds and the dollars received were over $15,000.00! Although the pounds were less 

than last year, the amount of money surpassed last year’s total! This will make a greater 

impact because every dollar donated increases to $10 worth of food by purchasing through 

Second Harvest. 

 
Save the Date: Rib Fest, Sunday, June 9

th
 1 pm to 5 pm. 

 
“Rib Fest Pies & Brownies Needed: 

This year we are looking for volunteers to make homemade pies and brownies for Rib 

Fest. In the past we have only accepted and served pie. This year due to the increase in 

families with young children attending the event, a kid-friendly dessert would make for a 

better option. If you would like to help The Link out by baking either a pie (or 10!) or pan of 

brownies, please contact Chasity or Shawna at 320.354.5555.  

 
Please keep an eye out for ticket info and posters about some of the new activities coming 

to Rib Fest this year! 

 
Tuesday’s Table: 

May 7
th
 – Our Lady of the Lakes Catholic Church  

May 14
th
 – Evangelical Covenant Church 

May 21
st
 – Faith Lutheran Church 

May 28
th
 – Peace Lutheran Church 

 
Monthly Giving Opportunities: 

The Link is now offering monthly giving as a convenient option for our donors. You can set 

it up online giving through The Link’s website at www.youarethelink.org or directly through 

your bank. Please contact Rhonda at 320-354-LINK or email her direc-

tor@youarethelink.org for more information. 

 
Chasity Ommodt, 320.354.5555, outreach@youarethelink.org 

http://www.youarethelink.org
mailto:director@youarethelink.org
mailto:director@youarethelink.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We are in need of items for this year’s silent auction during our meatball    

supper fundraiser, which will be held on May 3rd.  The possibilities are 

endless!  Items may be wood projects, sewing items, baked goods, plants, 

baskets of items, fishing trips, bird feeding items-anything goes!!  Your con-

tribution will directly impact the youth of our congregation as all proceeds 

will benefit those that attend youth discipleship trips.   

 Thank you in advance for your donation! Items may be brought to 

church anytime Monday thru Friday 8:30 am-5:00 pm or on Sunday 

morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

                  UPDATE! 

   Sunday, April 28th  Packets need to be turned in. 

 

 PLEASE ADD YOUR NAME TO THE SIGN UP SHEETS FOR         

DONATING BREAD OR BARS and also HELP IS STILL NEEDED AT 

WORK STATIONS THAT NIGHT.  THANKS! 
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Members with Health Concerns:  

Hazel Jones, Linda Just, Phyllis Allen, Dale Flickinger, Mark Radabaugh, Wayne Thompson,      
Bob Sietsema, Ruth Birkeland, Carole Sietsema, Marlys Flickinger, Sandy Ardoff, Greg Ardoff,   
Marlene Johnson, Darlene Thompson 

 

Family and Friends with Health Concerns: 

Renae Illies & Jodi Evenson (Shar & Eldy Williams’ daughters)      Jaden Hanson 

Reatha & Bobbie Fowler (Hilda Grosklags’ sister & husband)          Tim Dreier  

Dr. Roland (Butch) Wohlin (Joy’s father)      Eli (Joni & Jeff Lamphere’s grandson) 

Gary Williams (Eldon & Audrey Dean’s brother)     Elaine (Friend of Erica Joelson) 

Edward Hixon            Pauline (Jerry Leason’s mother) 

Mary (Friend of Pastor Leah)        Rikki Wold & Family  members 

Kristin Peterson (Helmstetter’s dau-in-law)     Skylynn (Friend of Nancy Miller)  

Steve (Friend of the Foremans)          Joan (Melissa Mangen’s mother)   

Brandon (Friend of the Helmstetters)      Paula (Co-worker of Sarah Sampson)  

Nora (Roger Holm’s friend’s dau.)        Mary Lou (Kathy Duke’s sister)                           

Todd (Betty & Jerry Harder’s son)       Barb Jensen 

Melissa Freiberg (Maya Larson’s mother)            Kristie Swenson (Greg & Deb’s daughter-in-law)     

Andy (Carol Sampson & Greg Swenson’s brother-in-law) 

Kevin Curran (Wayne & Darlene Thompson’s son-in-law)  

 

Grieving:  

Duane Kalkbrenner’s Family, Julee Clark & Family (Death of her Father), Doreen Mitchell & Family  

(Death of her sister) 

Other Concerns:  

For those dealing with mental health issues and who struggle with addiction 

For those deeply wounded by domestic violence 

For those grieving the death of a loved one due to violence 

For those affected by natural disasters 

For those serving in the military 

Care Facilities:  

Wanda Hixon, Mahlon Caylor, Shirley Kidd, Audrey Ihlang, Ruth Grom, Maxine Quale, Hazel Jones 
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Hospitality Servants & Worship Assistants 

 

May Schedule 

   

 

 

 

 

 

              Lay Readers 

May 5:     Jonelle Foreman 

May 12:   Open 

May 19:   Open 

May 26:   Open 

    

Children’s Church 

May 12:  Sarah Sampson 

Radio Operators:  

Harold Foreman/Daryl Taatjes 

Coffee Servers 

   May 5:     Pat & Bob Hinderks 

                   Audrey Dean  

   May 12:   Betty Harder 

       Jody & Jerry Leason  

   May 19:   Amanda & Wally Titus  

       Erica Joelson 

   May 26:   Lisa Thorson  

       Dawn Oie    

               Sound Operators 

Nancy Gjerde 

Pete Bratberg 

Dan Fischer 

Duane Taatjes 

Screen Operators:  

Stephanie Bents 

Sherry Bratsch 

Video Operators: Pete Bratberg/

Jerry Leason/Kris Oman/Barry 

Sampson/Daryl Taatjes 
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May 5:   Elroy & Sharon Jones, Open 

      Acolytes:  Open 

 

May 12:  Elroy & Sharon Jones, Open 

       Acolytes:   Open 

         AND    

     May 19:  Tim & Sue Block, Jeff & Sandy Wersal 

  Acolytes:    Open 

   

          May 26:  (8:30 a.m.)  Open 

      (10:00 a.m.) Tim & Sue Block, Jeff & Sandy Wersal 

                                  

 

 

Thank you for remembering my friend and singing partner, Bev 

Barnes, in your prayers!  She is finished with chemo and recently 

went to Edina for her follow-up check up and is cancer free!   

Praise the Lord! 

              Sandy Lee 

 

 Thank you to all who donated to The Link!  Hope Presbyterian 

Church collected $185.00 and donated 97 pounds of food!     

Awesome! 
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                SUNDAYS   
               9:15 A.M.  Fellowship/Coffee 

    OFFICE HOURS            10:00 A.M.  Worship 

       8:30 AM - 5:00 PM       

                     May 26th (Memorial Day  

   Summer schedule beginning      Weekend) 

              8:30 A.M.  Worship in   

                      Outdoor Chapel 

              9:30 A.M.  Fellowship/Coffee 

OFFICE HOURS            10:00 A.M.  Worship in 

 8:30 am-5:00 pm             Sanctuary 

 Monday thru Friday                

                       

  


