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Per Capita is something that is often misunderstood in the church.  I have heard it referred to as a tax or as 
dues.  It is not either. It is the way that each person and each congregation participates in the work of the greater 
church.    All Presbyterians are called to take part in the ecclesiastical and administrative work shared by the 
whole church.   Through this contribution all of the nearly 10,000 congregations and mid councils connect to 
share in the costs.   

Presbyteries, synods and the General Assembly annually make assessments that, in our Presbytery, total 
$41.45 for 2020.  This is the amount that is paid for every baptized member of our congregation.  

The breakdown for this is $8.95 goes to the General Assembly.  This pays for the salary of our Stated Clerk,      
J Herbert Nelson and his staff, it manages and coordinates the General Assembly gathering every other year, 
which is the important democratically elected, ruling body of the church (sort of like the annual meeting for 
churches).  Delegates to this assembly are elected by our Presbytery, of which our session sends our pastor and 
representative to vote.   

The office of general Assembly also co-ordinates gatherings for leadership training for Presbytery and Synod 
leaders.  This also helps them to find ways to work together to make the whole church work more smoothly and 
effectively.  This office also helps churches connect with individuals seeking a call. That is where the PNC finds 
all those resumes that they have been working with. 

Our Synod of Lakes and Prairies receives $5.50 of the per capita contribution.  With it, they support their staff, 
plus do leadership training for Presbyteries, support the annual Synod School in Storm Lake, Iowa where more 
than 600 people attend.  The synod partners with Presbyterian Colleges and Presbyterian Homes.  They also 
give back to our Presbytery $10,000 to help pay the salary of our Presbytery executive. 

The Presbytery of Minnesota Valleys portion of Per Capita is $27.00.  This supports staff, coordinates four   
Presbytery meetings per year, and does many training events and some mission projects.  The Presbytery    
supports our connection with the Occidente Presbytery in Guatemala.  They supply our church with a Committee 
on Leadership representative and moderator when we are without pastoral leadership.  

 Another important project of our Presbytery, working with the synod, is the support of The Academy.  This is a 
two year program for training lay leadership.  It was in an earlier version of this program that I received my   
training.  In an area with a lot of small churches, lay leadership is getting more and more important if many of our 
churches are going to survive.  Also, as we know, finding full time pastors to come to rural Minnesota is not an 
easy task.  Even finding people to fill in when pastors are on vacation or churches who are in transition is hard.   

As lay pastor myself, I have no lack of offers of churches that are in need of some type of pastoral leadership.  
So I believe it is very important to keep training people from our presbytery to fill in when needed. 

It’s not the benefits alone that make us committed to the per capita offering. It is part of who we are as          
Presbyterians.  We are part of a connectional church that values our covenantal relationship with the whole 
Presbyterian family.   

Our session is committed to paying the full amount for all members on our roll as we treasure our relationship 
with the wider church. Our congregation benefits when members contribute their share to the whole.  The entire 
amount is paid out of our budget and everyone who can pay their share will mean we have more money for the 
work and mission of our church.   You will find envelopes in the pews for this special, once a year, contribution.  
(It really only adds up to $3.45 per month.)  

On a final note--Thank you to everyone, you have been great!  I have had so much support over these last four 
months.  It has been a joy to worship with you.  A special thank you to the staff, Karen, Joni, Maggie and Jerry-
who have been so helpful.  It would have been a disaster without them.   

May God’s Blessing be on Hope Presbyterian this year and may God lead the right person to accept a call to this 
wonderful congregation.                                             

Pastor Kathy 
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SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

DECEMBER 2, 2019 
      

 
     •         Approved to recommend to the congregation that the Bylaws be amended to reduce the 
 number of Ruling Elders from nine to seven beginning with elections for 2021 and to stagger 
 terms accordingly 

 •         Approved the purchase of seven Christmas banners 

 •         Approved increasing the purchasing limit from $400 to $750 without the need for Session 
 approval 

 •         Approved holding the annual congregational meeting on January 26, 2020 followed by a 
 potluck dinner (Later received a call from Anka, so will be a catered meal) 

 •         Approved hosting a Presbytery training event on March 24, 2020 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 

 Hope Presbyterian Church 

Investment Fund Report      New  

  Endowment Scholarship     Covenant  

  Fund Fund    Fund  

Fund Bal-

ance  12/31/2018 $38,519.09 $10,542.62  Fund Balance  12/31/2018 $504,142.25  

Fund Bal-

ance  10/31/2019 $40,847.07 $11,233.81  Fund Balance  6/30/2019 $566,834.75  

Fund Bal-

ance  11/30/2019 $40,785.45 $11,215.43  Fund Balance  9/30/2019 $734,477.85  

New Funds  $0.00 $0.00  New Funds  $158,037.62  

Funds Used  $0.00 $0.00  Funds Used  $0.00  

Net Change for Month -$61.62 -$18.38  Net Change for Quarter $9,605.48  

Percentage Change -0.15% -0.16%  Percentage Change 1.69%  

Year to Date Change $2,266.36 $672.81  Year to Date Change $72,297.98  

Year to Date Percentage 5.88% 6.38%  Year to Date Percentage 14.34%  

         

Jerry Bents       Has Quarterly  

Treasurer       Statements  
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Congregation  Announcements 

 

 January 26th 11:00 A.M.  Annual Meeting with Catered Meal to Follow      
      funded by Anka Oman, in memory of Maury Oman. 

   *Please bring your annual report to the meeting, which will be in your 
      church mailbox on Sunday, January 19th. 

 
 

        February 9th  11:00 A.M.  Pot Luck 
 

The deacons have become aware of some people in our congregation that are in need.  There are 

many reasons that people, through no fault of their own, can find themselves in a difficult situation.  

Job loss, health issues, medical bills, family problems. 

The deacons are hosting a pot-luck meal after church on Sunday, February 9th.  There will be a 

free will offering to raise money for those who are in need. 

This should be a wonderful time to share fellowship during the cold February days while answering  

God's call to care for each other.  Please bring a dish to share.   

 

 

       

          TRAINING EVENT FOR  RULING ELDERS &  

         DEACONS 

              (Current and newly elected) 

On Saturday January 11, 2020 at the First Presbyterian Church, Willmar we will be 
hosting a training event for Ruling Elders, Deacons and Presbytery Commission 
and committee members. Registration will start at 9:30. The morning will start with 
devotions and a plenary on 2020 Leadership by the Rev. Corey Schlosser-Hall,   
Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery of NW Coast. Following lunch, which is    
provided, Presbytery Commission and Committees will meet to set 2020 goals, 
meeting dates and other business. At the same time Ruling Elder training led by 
Stated Clerk Pam Prouty and Deacon training led by the Rev. Leanne Thompson 
will be held. The day will end by 4:00 p.m. Plan to attend and bring a car full.  



Page 4          Hope Scope                              Volume 1, Issue 1

 

   Deacons                 By Sandy Lee 

The Deacons met on Monday, December 16, 2019. 

A thank you card from Mark & Leslie Radabaugh & family and thank you letters from The Link were 
received. We thanked Commissioned Pastor Kathy Terpstra for her help and assistance during this 
time as we search for a pastor. 

There was discussion on some people in our congregation who are in need. We discussed the   

possibility of helping by holding one or two free-will fundraisers during the year. It was moved,      

seconded and carried to hold a free-will offering, potluck meal after church on Sunday, February 9th 

to raise money for those who are in need. 

We thanked outgoing deacons Wayne & Darlene Thompson for their dedicated work the past three 

years. 

Sunday, December 1st, 63 participants were served communion.  Extended communion was served 

to three participants.  Next month communion will be served Sunday, January 5th.                       

January Deacons of the Month are Rick & Sandy Lee. 

Following the meeting we prepared Christmas Gift Bags for delivery to the shut-ins. Thank you to 

the WOW Youth for making the lap blankets included with the bags. 

“Your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.” Matthew 6:32  

God doesn’t tell us to stop worrying over food and shelter and clothing because we don’t really need 
them; He knows we need them.  He wants us to stop worrying because He has promised to take 
care of every need we have. 

 HPW                           By Sharon Jones         

      Devotions for the December 3rd HPW Christmas Program were   

given by Sandy Wersal.  Sandy's entertaining story was reminiscent of 

"The Best Christmas Pageant Ever" and was based on Luke 2:12 with   

a message to apply throughout the year. 

 A Christmas carol sing-along was led by Maggie Harp in the      

sanctuary.  The eight attendees enjoyed the fellowship; the one male 

singer was very enthusiastic.  He was invited to join the choir. 

Participants brought donations for the Care Pantry and holiday treats to share         

following the program. 

 HPW does not meet in January but a meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 

4th at 6:30 pm. 

 Circle II does not meet from January-March and will resume meeting again in 

April. 
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**************************************************************************************************************      
 ****************************************************************************************************** 

              Weather Cancellations 

 Wednesday evening activities will not be held if there is an early dismissal or no school that day  
For any weather-related announcements, listen to radio stations KWLM 1340 AM, KWLM 96.3 FM, 
100.1 Big Country or 102.5 Q102 FM; check Operation Snow Desk online or call the church office 

at 320-796-2650.  An email will also be sent out. 

  

 

 

 

 

 Announcements 



                      

                            

December 2019 Updates 

 
It has been an exciting and busy month here at The Link.  We have had many generous community 

members supporting our mission through giving and it has been humbling to see God’s work in ac-

tion.  Because of local support, The Link was able to share the spirit of Christmas by providing food 

and gifts to 35 families in our community through ‘Christmas Joy’.  A huge THANK YOU to Dave 

Swanson, Erin Kelly (and family), Bridget Thorson, Betty Steele, Crossroads Methodist Church, 

The Open Door Christian Church, Faith Lutheran Church and Anova for sponsoring our families in 

need. The excitement on the faces of those picking up gifts, knowing their children would be given 

the opportunity to celebrate Christmas, was priceless.   

 
Fundraising Dinner and Christmas Choir Concert 

 
The Link’s annual fundraising dinner and Christmas Choir Concert were both very successful ef-

forts!  Thank you to the area choir members and instrumentalists for sharing their musical talents!  

It was a great way to kick off the Christmas season and get into the spirit.  We would like to thank 

the sponsors for supporting the Annual Fundraising Dinner and Christmas Choir Concert and mak-

ing these events possible:  

 
Kandiyohi Power Cooperative, DQ of Spicer and Willmar, Granite Community Bank, Fischer Laser 

Eye, Paffrath Jewelers, Lakes Area Team, United Minnesota Bank, Harvey Anderson & Johnson 

Funeral Homes, Heritage Bank, GrandStay Hotel & Suites, Lake Region Bank, State Farm Insur-

ance, Melissa Radel Agency.   

 
As my first Christmas experience here at The Link, my eyes have been opened to the amount of 

generosity and giving hearts here in our community and I feel extremely grateful and blessed to be 

a part of it.   

 
Thank you for your continuous support!  YOU are the Link! 

 
 
Tuesday’s Table: 

Jan. 7th –  Our Lady of the Lakes   

Jan. 14th– Evangelical Covenant Church 

Jan. 21st – Faith Lutheran Church 

Jan. 28th– Peace Lutheran Church 

 
Monthly Giving Opportunities: 

The Link makes monthly giving a convenient option for our donors. You can set up online giving 
through The Link’s website at www.youarethelink.org or directly through your bank. Please contact 
Ashley at 320-354-5555 or email her at ashley@youarethelink.org for more information. 
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Members with Health Concerns:  

Jason Bents, Skyla Sampson, Don Grosklags, Ruth Birkeland, Mark Radabaugh, Sandy Ardoff,  

Darlene Thompson 

 

Family and Friends with Health Concerns:  

Jan (Pastor Kathy’s daughter)     Kathe (Steve Barney’s sister)    

Roger Jones (Arlos’ brother)      Paisley (Lisa Thorson’s granddau.) 

Ruth Plaeckner (Ardis Just’s sister-in-law)                      

Anita (Friend of Jackie & Gaylord)    Marcia Quale 

Stephanie & Sister (Lamphere’s dau-in-law)      Donna (Pastor Kathy’s sister-in-law) 

Jodi Anderson (Friend of Jonelle Foreman)  Ron (Greg Swenson’s cousin) 

Kristin, Craig & Shayla (Helmstetter’s family)  Russell (Sherry Bratsch’s father)  

Lynette (Jeff Wersal’s sister)     Scott (Joni Lamphere’s nephew)    

Cindy Steiner (Barb Morris’ niece)        Greg (Jeff Lamphere’s cousin)    

Mark (Gerry & Deb Hess’ son-in-law)   Tim Dreier   

Ken Stinson (Dee Norling’s son)     Jaden Hanson 

Reatha & Bobbie Fowler (Hilda Grosklags’ sister & husband)        

Rikki Wold & Family  members     Todd (Betty & Jerry Harder’s son)  

Kevin Curran (Wayne & Darlene Thompson’s son-in-law)  

 

Care Facilities:  

Mahlon Caylor, Shirley Kidd, Ruth Grom, Maxine Quale, Hazel Jones 
 

Grieving:  

Family of Cheryl (Friend of Maggie’s), Family of Todd Arends, Family of Ken Gravely 
 

Other Concerns:  

For those dealing with mental health issues and who struggle with addiction 

For those deeply wounded by domestic violence 

For those grieving the death of a loved one due to violence 

For those affected by natural disasters 

For those serving in the military - Brandon Dean (Afghanistan) 
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Hospitality Servants & Worship Assistants 

 

January Schedule 

   

 

 

 

 

 

              Lay Readers 

 

January 5:    Deb Ficek 

January 12:  Eileen Helmstetter 

January 19:  Sue Block 

January 26:  Jonelle Foreman 

COFFEE SERVERS  

 January 5:  Liz Fischer & Darlene Bratberg 

 January 12:  Sandy & Jeff Wersal, Alisa & Duane Taatjes 

 January 19:  Deb & Myron Ficek, Sue & Tim Block 

 January 26:  Brenda & Pete Bratberg, Gwen & Gary Anfinson 

               Sound Operators 

Nancy Gjerde 

Pete Bratberg 

Dan Fischer 

Duane Taatjes 

Screen Operators:  

Stephanie Bents, Sherry Bratsch 

Video Operators: Pete Bratberg/

Jerry Leason/Kris Oman/Barry 

Sampson/Daryl Taatjes 

Radio Operators:  

Harold Foreman/Daryl Taatjes 
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        January 5:  Harold & Jonelle Foreman 

          Steve Barney 

  January 12: Harold, Jonelle & Kristene Foreman 

       Steve Barney 

  Acolytes: Carter & Isaac Taatjes 

    January 19:  Harold & Jonelle Foreman 

      Steve Barney 

    January 26: Harold & Jonelle Foreman  

      Steve Barney     

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank my church family for the many prayers and all of the “thinking of 
you” and get well cards I have received following my compression fracture. I am    

getting better, but it will take some time. 
  

Ruth Birkeland 

 

 

*********************************************************************************************** 

REFRIGERATORS AND MICROWAVE FOR SALE 

WE ARE SELLING THE TWO REFRIGERATORS THAT 
WERE IN THE “OLD” KITCHEN FOR $100 EACH AND 

$25 FOR THE MICROWAVE.  PLEASE CONTACT 
JONELLE FOREMAN AT 320-796-2810                        

FOR MORE INFORMATION! 



HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

7730 NORTH SHORE DRIVE 

SPICER, MN 56288 

 

PHONE: 320-796-2650 

E-MAIL: hopepres@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: http://hopechurchspicer.org 

RADIO: KGLH 96.9 
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    SUNDAYS 
  9:15  A.M.  Fellowship/  

                  Coffee 

                Fellowship Hall 

                 10:00 A.M.  Worship    

   Office Hours               

       Monday thru Friday      

     8:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.      January 26th 11:00 A.M. 

             Annual Meeting & Catered Meal 


