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Seems like December has come upon us really fast this year!  December brings us to Advent and then 
Christmas. 

We are doing something special for the Sundays of December leading up to Christmas.  We will be studying 
Jesus’ genealogy as written down by Matthew.  There are only five women listed but each one is special.  If 
you don’t know much about these women or why they earned a place in scripture … well come and find out, 
you may be surprised.   The services will be entertaining and thought provoking.   

The young people of the congregation will be having a special part during worship on December 8th.  They 
are preparing and practicing a program, so come out to support and encourage them for their work.     

As we look forward to Christmas it can be a time of joy but also a time of sadness as we think about loved 
ones that formerly shared the holiday with us but are no longer here.  This year we will again  have a Blue 
Christmas Service.  It is a time for anyone for whom the holiday brings pain, or who would just like a more 
peaceful celebration.  We will worship the coming of the Savior together, in a more quiet and contemplative 
way.  It will be held in the Fireside Room at 6:00 pm on Wednesday, December 18th. 

We will also have a candlelight service with communion at 5:00 pm on Christmas Eve.  Expect Christmas 
songs and to celebrate with joy the birth of our Savior.   

December can be a hectic and busy time…… if you let it.  Don’t let yourselves be overwhelmed by prepara-
tions to the point of exhaustion or so you get to a place that you just wish the season would be over.  

Someone dear to me, whom I am missing at Christmas, used to wear herself out with the preparations.  She 
would take down all her normal decorations and put up Christmas ones.  There would be little angel figu-
rines, and a shelf with painted blocks spelling out Merry Christmas.  She would buy a huge Christmas tree 
and decorate it perfectly.  There would be ropes of garland, not only on the tree, but around her windows.  
Her house could have been in a Norman Rockwell painting.  Then she shopped for her three sons.  She 
bought many gifts and wrapped them just so.  After that came the baking of Christmas cookies.  She made 
trays of all different kinds of fancy cookies. 

So can you imagine how surprised I was one year when she told me she had come to hate Christmas?   
She told me she wore herself out doing all the work and her family didn’t appreciate it.  Well, she had three 
boys, one had been out of school for a couple of years, another was in college and the third was in high 
school.  They didn’t care about the precious moment figurines or the garland, they would rather have money 
than gifts, and chocolate chip cookies were favored over all the fancy ones she baked.     

Don’t let this happen to you.  Celebrate in ways that make you happy without going so overboard that you 
begin to dread Christmas.  Remember to take time to have some quiet time with God over the season.   Be 
thankful for friends and family without thinking they have to be impressed by all your preparations.   

This year we are including in your bulletins each week a short devotional for each day of the week.  It won’t 
take long to read but it should help you keep the days of December in the proper perspective.   

 

Thank you all for the love and support I have received over the past few months.  It has been my honor and 
pleasure to worship with all of you.    

Kathy 
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 SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
NOVEMBER 4, 2019 

      

    *Approved holding communion at the Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas Eve        
 services 

    *Approved purchasing 2019 Advent Devotions from The Presbyterian Outlook 

    *Approved membership transfers of the following to The Open Door Church, with 
 regrets:  Jamie Duke, Kathy Duke, Brian Okuly, Michele Okuly, Wyatt Jackson 
 and Samantha Okuly and to remove Austin Okuly from the baptized roll 

    *Accepted the bid of Crows Nest Tree Service to remove three crabapple trees, 
 trim two ash trees and grind three stumps 

    *Accepted the bid of Intex for new insulation in the kitchen area 

    *Approved holding a Blue Christmas service on December 18th 

    *Approved holding a congregational meeting on December 15th to elect and install 

 officers   

Investment Fund Report     New   

  Endowment Scholarship    Covenant   

  Fund Fund   Fund   

Fund Bal-

ance  12/31/2018 $38,519.09 $10,542.62  Fund Balance  12/31/2018 $504,142.25  

Fund Bal-

ance  9/30/2019 $40,547.74 $11,144.83  Fund Balance  6/30/2019 $566,834.75  

Fund Bal-

ance  10/31/2019 $40,847.07 $11,233.81  Fund Balance  9/30/2019 $734,477.85  

New Funds  $0.00 $0.00  New Funds  $158,037.62  

Funds Used  $0.00 $0.00  Funds Used  $0.00  

Net Change for Month $299.33 $88.98  Net Change for Quarter $9,605.48  

Percentage Change 0.74% 0.80%  Percentage Change 1.69%  

Year to Date Change $2,327.98 $691.19  Year to Date Change $72,297.98  

Year to Date Percentage 6.04% 6.56%  Year to Date Percentage 14.34%  

         

Jerry Bents       Has Quarterly  

Treasurer       Statements  
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UPDATE FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
  

   We want to thank everyone for your generous giving this year!      
As of October 31st, your gifts have totaled $161,721.95 toward       
expenses of $176,578.08. Thank you for considering what you can 
do to help support Christ’s ministry through Hope Presbyterian 
Church! 

 NOTICE OF APPORTIONMENT 

The apportionment of Hope Presbyterian Church for ecclesiastical expenses for the 

next fiscal year (2020) is based upon the membership of our church as reported to 

the last General Assembly.  Reported membership was 200.                                           

Per Capita Apportionment per member includes $8.95 for the General Assembly, 

$5.50 for the Synod and $27.00 for the Presbytery totaling $41.45 per member.  The 

total needing to be paid by our church is $8,290.00 in 2020.  Please submit your     

individual payment of $41.45 in 2020 at any time.   

Thank You!  The Finance Committee 

The Presbytery’s Committee on Representation wants you to help us be the best 
Presbytery we can be! 

  
 We have been busy these last few weeks finding folks to serve the Presbytery on several   

commissions, and we are still looking for: 
  
Commission on Presbytery Life 
1 ruling elder to serve a one-year term 
  
Committee on Congregational Nurture 
1 ruling elder to serve a three-year term 
1 ruling elder to serve a one-year term 
  
General Assembly 
1 ruling elder to serve as an alternate 
  
 Please, if you feel called, or know of someone who would be great on one of these   
 commissions, contact Audrey Knuth at 507-830-0520 or David Lick at 414-334-9385. 
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   Deacons                 By Sandy Lee 

The Deacons met on Monday, November 18, 2019. 

Thank you cards from Jolly Shearer and Bill & Dee Schurman were read. Noted funeral services for 
Marlene Johnson and Norman Jensen were held in November. 

We approved a request for help with a rent payment from a church member. Next month we will  
assemble the Christmas Gift Bags to be distributed to the shut-ins. The WOW Youth would like to 
help us with this project by making homemade Christmas cards and a lap blanket for each shut-in.  
We approved purchasing the supplies. A Blue Christmas Service, similar to the one held last year, 
will be held December 18th at 6:00 p.m., in the Fireside Room. We discussed helping a church 
member with medical bills; more discussion at our next meeting. 

Sunday, November 3rd, 91 participants were served communion. Twelve shut-ins were served 
Communion in November. 

Our next communion will be Sunday, December 1st at 10:00 a.m. Communion will also be served at 
the Blue Christmas Service and at the Christmas Eve Service. 

December Deacons of the Month: Joni Lamphere & Erica Joelson. 

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in the inn.” Luke 2:7 

Amazingly, God stepped into this world not as the reigning King with pomp and ceremony, but as 
the humble Child who was wrapped in simple swaddling clothes.  Far from a royal crib, Jesus’ first 
resting place was a primitive feeding trough. 

 HPW                           By Sharon Jones         

       Devotions for the November 5th HPW meeting were given by Deb Ficek      

on “Thankfulness” with scripture read from Psalms. 

 Sue Block volunteered to fill the opening on the Mission and Programming    

Committee. 

 Discussion revolved around the 2020 calendar and fundraisers.  It was decided 

to leave the dates of the calendar the same and to have a new fundraiser, Hope 

Harvest Festival on October 10th, 2020.  It will include breakfast items, soups,  pumpkins, squash, 

apples and other garden produce as is donated. 

 A Thank you was received from Edgar Guitz of Guatemala.  Thank Offering received on        

November 3rd was $127.00. 

 The HPW Christmas Sing-a-Long for all women and men is scheduled for Tuesday, December 

3rd at 6:30 p.m.  Please bring a plate of your favorite Christmas treats to share for lunch and also 

items for the CARE Pantry (no food items please.)   

 Circle II will meet at the home of Jonelle Foreman on Thursday, December 5th at 7:30 p.m.  

Audrey Dean will lead the lesson, which is from the 2019-2020 PW Horizons Bible Study book,  

Love Carved in Stone - Lesson Four. 
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Youth, Children & Families  

 *Wednesday, December 4th—supper at 5:45 pm in the Youth Center. Please come early at 
 5:30 pm if able to, to pick out costumes for the Christmas program. 

 *Sunday, December 8th—Christmas program at the10:00 am worship service 

 *Wednesday, December 11th—We will be doing a service project (making lap blankets and 
 Christmas cards for the shut-ins) in the Fellowship Hall 

 *Wednesday, December 18th—Christmas party in the Youth Center at 6:15 pm 

 *Sunday, December 22nd—Sing at GlenOaks worship service at 1:45 pm 

*****************************************************************************************************************       

Congregation  Announcements 

 *There will be no Bible Study the month of December. 

 *There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 15th at 9:50 am, prior to      
 worship.  Election of officers will be held for Ruling Elders, Deacons, the Finance Committee 
 and the Nominating  Committee.  Installation of officers will be held during worship that day. 

 *The 2020 Offering Envelopes will be in your church mailbox on Sunday, December 15th.  
 Please contact Jerry Bents of any changes or additions. 

 *The Christmas Joy Offering, will be received on Sunday, December 22nd.  Fifty percent of 
 your gifts make it possible for students to learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian-related schools 
 and colleges equipping communities of color.  The other fifty percent of your gifts assists       
 current and retired church workers and their families with critical financial needs. 

***************************************************************************************************************** 

Weather Cancellations 

 Wednesday evening activities will not be held if there is an early dismissal or no school that day  
For any weather-related announcements, listen to radio stations KWLM 1340 AM, KWLM 96.3 FM, 
100.1 Big Country or 102.5 Q102 FM; check Operation Snow Desk online or call the church office 

at 320-796-2650.  An email will also be sent out. 

  

 

 

 Announcements 



                      

                              

        December 2019 Updates 
 
 We have quickly settled into our new roles and routines here at The Link and are eagerly   

prepping for Christmas.  This past month, we have helped many families who have experienced 

unforeseen hardship.  One of the stories involved a single Mom of 3 young children facing home-

lessness.  She came to us after receiving an eviction notice which gave her 24 hours to get her and 

her children’s belongings together and move. She has no friends or family in the area and had    

nowhere to go.  We ended up spending the morning with her making phone calls and advocating 

on her behalf.  Although The Link did not provide for her financially, by the end of the day, she was 

able to secure housing for her and her children.  

 In other EXCITING news, The Link, along with three other local nonprofit organizations, has 

been chosen to receive a portion of the proceeds raised through “Celebrate the Light of the World” 

Christmas light display! Check out the beautiful lights with family or friends and while you’re there, 

know you are making a difference by donating to different local nonprofits in our community! The 

light show takes place from 5pm-10pm nightly through January 1.   For more information on 

“Celebrate the Light of the World”, you can visit their Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/

Celebratethelight/. 

 Food Pantry Update! We are excited to share some numbers from The Link Food Pantry.  In 

the month of October, we distributed 3,350 pounds of food, provided for 2,250 meals and served 

80 households!   

 
Community Choir Concert 

The Annual Community Choir Concert to benefit The Link will be on Sunday December 15th, 3 pm 

at Faith Lutheran Church. This Year’s theme will be “God Came Near”. 

 
Tuesday’s Table: 

Dec. 3 – Our Lady of the Lakes Catholic Church   

Dec. 10th – Evangelical Covenant Church 

Dec. 17th – Faith Lutheran Church 

Dec. 24th – No Tuesday’s Table 

Dec. 31st – No  Tuesday’s Table 
 
Monthly Giving Opportunities: 

The Link makes monthly giving a convenient option for our donors. You can set up online giving 

through The Link’s website at www.youarethelink.org or directly through your bank. Please contact 

Chasity at 320-354-5465 or email her at director@youarethelink.org for more information. 

 
During the holiday season, please consider choosing The Link for end of the year charitable giving. 

 
  Ashley Hanson, Program Coordinator, 320.354.5555, ashley@youarethelink.org 
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Members with Health Concerns:  

Don Grosklags, Ruth Birkeland, Mark Radabaugh, Sandy Ardoff, Darlene Thompson 

 

Family and Friends with Health Concerns:                                                                                                                      

Ruth Plaeckner (Ardis Just’s sister-in-law)            Marcia Quale                 
Wayne Netland           Anita (Friend of Jackie & Gaylord) 

Stephanie & Sister (Lamphere’s dau-in-law)        Donna (Pastor Kathy’s sister-in-law) 

Jodi Anderson (Friend of Jonelle Foreman)    Ron (Greg Swenson’s cousin) 

Kristin Peterson (Helmstetter’s dau-in-law)     Russell (Sherry Bratsch’s father)  

Lynette (Jeff Wersal’s sister)       Scott (Joni Lamphere’s nephew)    

Cindy Steiner (Barb Morris’ niece)          Greg (Jeff Lamphere’s cousin)    

Mark (Gerry & Deb Hess’ son-in-law)     Tim Dreier   

Ken Stinson            Jaden Hanson 

Reatha & Bobbie Fowler (Hilda Grosklags’ sister & husband)        

Rikki Wold & Family  members       Todd (Betty & Jerry Harder’s son)  

Kevin Curran (Wayne & Darlene Thompson’s son-in-law)  

 

Care Facilities:  

Mahlon Caylor, Shirley Kidd, Ruth Grom, Maxine Quale, Hazel Jones 

 

Grieving:  

Family of Norm Jensen, Family of Marlene Johnson, Family of Carol Davis,                                 
Family of Mina (Amanda Titus’ grandmother) 

 

Other Concerns:  

For those dealing with mental health issues and who struggle with addiction 

For those deeply wounded by domestic violence 

For those grieving the death of a loved one due to violence 

For those affected by natural disasters 

For those serving in the military - Brandon Dean (Afghanistan) 
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Hospitality Servants & Worship Assistants 

 

December Schedule 

   

 

 

 

 

 

              Lay Readers 

 

December 1:   Jonelle Foreman 

December 8:  Kristene Foreman 

December 15: Sue Block 

December 22: Larry Bratsch 

December 29:  Open 

 

COFFEE SERVERS  

 December 1:  Robin & Greg Mulder, Jonelle & Harold Foreman  

 December 8:  Mary & Tom O’Malley, Kim & Ben O’Malley  

 December 15:Eileen & Dave Helmstetter, Nancy & Rod Gjerde 

 December 22:  Karen Sulheim, Dee & Bill Schurman 

 December 29:  Barb Morris, Betty & Roger Steele 

               Sound Operators 

Nancy Gjerde 

Pete Bratberg 

Dan Fischer 

Duane Taatjes 

Screen Operators:  

Stephanie Bents, Sherry Bratsch 

Video Operators: Pete Bratberg/

Jerry Leason/Kris Oman/Barry 

Sampson/Daryl Taatjes 

Radio Operators:  

Harold Foreman/Daryl Taatjes 
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       December 1: Matt & Kelli Haglund Family 

 

   December 8:  Christmas Program  

 

       December 15: Ben & Kim O’Malley Family 

       

 December 22: Jason & Kari Steele Family   

  

 December 24:  Duane & Alisa Taatjes Family 

 

    December 29: Barry & Sarah Sampson Family       

 

 

 

 

 

We want to thank Hope Church for the blessings you brought into our lives while we 
were going through some health concerns.  Every day brought a new card from 

someone in our church family bringing us hope, encouragement and prayers.  The 
Deacons as always stepped up with gift cards and visits.  This church family means 

so much to us and we thank all of you! 

 Bill & Dee Schurman 

 

*********************************************************************************************** 

REFRIGERATORS AND MICROWAVE FOR SALE 

WE ARE SELLING THE TWO REFRIGERATORS THAT 
WERE IN THE “OLD” KITCHEN FOR $100 EACH AND 

$25 FOR THE MICROWAVE.  PLEASE CONTACT 
JONELLE FOREMAN AT 320-796-2810                        

FOR MORE INFORMATION! 



HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

7730 NORTH SHORE DRIVE 

SPICER, MN 56288 

 

PHONE: 320-796-2650 

E-MAIL: hopepres@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: http://hopechurchspicer.org 

RADIO: KGLH 96.9 
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    SUNDAYS   

              
 9:15  A.M.  Fellowship/Coffee 

                Fellowship Hall 

                 10:00 A.M.  Worship    

                       

      Office Hours     5:00 P.M.   CHRISTMAS EVE     

     Monday thru Friday     CANDLELIGHT/COMMUNION 

     8:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.        SERVICE 

               

    


