
Hope Scope 
HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

             2019 

 

 

            

At last!  The kitchen remodel is underway!!  Woohoo!!!  The original fittings of the kitchen have been re-

moved and are being donated to Habitat.  I am mindful of the many ways the kitchen has helped fulfill this 

church’s ministry in its first 50 years: providing fellowship with Coffee Hours and Easter Breakfasts; reach-

ing the community with Meatball Suppers, Turkey Dinners, and Care Pantry meals; and ministering to mem-

bers with Confirmation Receptions, Wedding Receptions and Funeral Dinners.  The kitchen provides a hub 

for relationships in the church. 

So, planning for a new kitchen is a big deal!  The kitchen committee – Harold & Jonelle Foreman, Bob Barr, 

Bill & Dee Schurman, Sue Block, Lisa Thorson and Nancy Gjerde – began envisioning a new kitchen back in 

2017.  A focal question was, “How do we improve the flow of the kitchen for the needs we have today?”  It 

took a year to work through improvements, layout, size, and finishes. Hopefully the new design will serve the 

church even better for the next 50 yrs! 

Watching the whole process has been a study in change.  Meaningful change takes time (sometimes longer 

than we want!) - time for people to put their heads together and brainstorm, problem-solve, envision, and find 

consensus.  And, as we are learning this summer, change can be messy!  And noisy!!  Change may take hard 

work, and a willingness to let go of things we have known for many years.  Change may require financial re-

sources: we are grateful for those whose enduring gifts to the Endowment Fund are helping to make the re-

model possible.   

The kitchen remodel also reveals the hope of this church to have another 50 good years of fellowship and 

ministry.  It is a concrete reminder of changes that lie ahead for this church.  Last summer you put your heads 

together and envisioned the directions you wanted to go as you head into your next 50 years.  You envision:  

▪Building on your strengths by keeping worship vital, increasing worship attendance, and drawing on 

your values of care and hospitality to build relationships with new members. 

▪Strengthening your ministry by increasing member participation.   

▪Revitalizing your mission and outreach by undergirding it with the message of Jesus.   

▪Strengthening youth/family ministries with a leader gifted in education, and perhaps expanding Wednes-

day night activities to include a meal and a short worship service.   

▪Learning more about your community – who is moving into this area, and what are low income realities 

in northern Kandiyohi County?   

▪Seeing the church campus more fully used.    

Just as the kitchen committee planned and problem-solved for a year to bring their vision to life, so you can 

begin now to plan and problem-solve ways to bring your vision to life.  What do you need to let go of?  What 

do you want to put in place?  How might you go about this?  By starting now, you’ll have some clear and 

practical ideas to share when the new pastor arrives.   

Blessings!   Pastor Leah 

                           Grace Notes 
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 Highlights from the June 3, 2019 Session meeting:        

Heard the following reports: 

  the Pastor Nominating Committee received 20 new Pastor Information 
Forms after increasing the salary range; 
  an update on the kitchen remodeling by Bob Barr from the Kitchen 
Task Force; 
  from the Clerk of Session that the annual review of the church’s       
records by the Presbytery was held with no exceptions being noted; 
   coffee hour will be held in the north end of the Fellowship Hall during 
the kitchen remodeling or in the River of Hope Youth Center, if needed; 
and 
  on the May 21st hybrid Presbytery meeting. 
 

  The Session continues to refine the Key Distribution Policy; 
   Approved the Deacons serving Communion at Glen Oaks each time Hope 
Church leads a service at the facility; 
   Approved Pastor Howard Anderson of Hunters Ridge Community Church 
(North American Baptist) of Hutchinson leading the memorial service for Carole 
Sietsema as the Pastor has known Carole and Bob Sietsema for 15 years; 

            Approved the membership transfer of Austin Adams to United Presbyterian 

     Church of Jamestown, North Dakota. 

Investment Fund Report      New  

  Endowment Scholarship     Covenant  

  Fund Fund    Fund  

Fund Balance  12/31/2018 $38,519.09 $10,542.62  Fund Balance  12/31/2018 $504,142.25  

Fund Balance  4/30/2019 $40,014.92 $10,987.03  Fund Balance  12/31/2018 $504,142.25  

Fund Balance  5/31/2019 $39,925.64 $10,960.32  Fund Balance  3/31/2019 $549,769.94  

Funds Used  $0.00 $0.00  Funds Used  $0.00  

Net Change for Month -$89.28 -$26.71  Net Change for Quarter $45,627.69  

Percentage Change -0.22% -0.24%  Percentage Change 9.05%  

Year to Date Change $1,406.55 $417.70  Year to Date Change $45,627.69  

Year to Date Percentage 3.65% 3.96%  Year to Date Percentage 9.05%  

         

Jerry Bents       Has Quarterly  

Treasurer       Statements  
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   Deacons                 By Sandy Lee The Deacons met on Monday, June 17th. 

We received a thank you from Lauren Bratberg for the gift card she had received dur-
ing finals week. 

Pastor Leah reported visits to Carole Sietsema and made calls to Greg & Sandy     
Ardoff. Pastor Leah discussed stewardship and sharing stories about how the church 
makes a difference in people’s lives. New locks will be put on church doors this sum-
mer and new keys given out.  

We discussed the gift cards which were bought to replace the Hope to Home meals. 
They are for anyone in need, whether sickness or personal problems.  
 
Sunday, June 2nd, 55 participants were served communion at early service and 62 at 
late service. Eight were served extended communion. 
 
Our next communion is Sunday, July 7th, at the 8:30 & 10:00 a.m. services. Extended 
communion will be served at Glen Oaks. Pastor Leah informed us that Session       
approved serving communion at Glen Oaks every time she preaches there.  
 
July Deacons of the Month are: Rick & Sandy Lee. 
Our next scheduled meeting will be held Monday, July 15

th
. 

The deacons wish to remind everyone that you may listen to our worship service live 
on radio station KGLH, 96.9 FM at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings. You may also 
view the service on the church website: www.hopechurchspicer.org. Click on: Engage 
with Us/Weekly Services.  Our service is televised on WRAC 8 (Channel 18/181) on 
Thursday at 7:55 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

And when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.”         Luke 22:19 & 20 

 

 

UPDATE FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

   We want to thank everyone for your generous giving this year!      
As of May 31st, your gifts have totaled $80,319.75 toward expenses                   
of $95,859.19. Thank you for considering what you can do to help      
support Christ’s ministry through Hope Presbyterian Church! 
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 HPW                           By Sharon Jones         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Don Grosklags’ 90th Birthday Celebration will be held during 

the fellowship time between services on Sunday, July 14th! 

Hope you can join him & Hilda and their family!                             

Have a blessed day! 

############################################### 

  

 Four of our youth will be leaving for Purdue University for 

Triennium the week of July 15th!  They include Braydon Staab, 

Carter Taatjes, Dylan Gehrke and Skyla Sampson! 

Have a great time!  

What a wonderful experience you will have! 

They will be commissioned at the 10:00 a.m. service              

on July 14th! 

  

 Circle II will meet at Kathryn Frazee’s home on Thursday, July 

11th at 7:30 p.m. with Nancy Birkeland leading the lesson.  HPW 

will meet again on Tuesday, August 6th at 6:30 p.m. with Kathy 

Taatjes giving devotions.   
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  A  great time at the Stingers vs. the Duluth Huskies game is 

being planned for August 11th at 5:05 p.m. with fireworks following 

the game.  Cost is $10, which includes a voucher for pop, hot dog 

and chips.  Sign up on the sheet in the fellowship hall and pay in 

the church office, by July 19th! 

 

 The annual Friends and Neighbors Day on Saturday, July 13th is our celebration 
of Clearwater Forest and the communities of supporters that make it special! On this 
day, we open our doors to showcase our beautiful grounds, historic buildings, exciting 
facilities, and God’s amazing wilderness. Come and experience the energy, beauty, 
joy and play that Clearwater Forest offers! Our day begins with the annual Lake 2 
Lake bike ride, raising dollars for our scholarship fund. Throughout the afternoon 
there will be tours of the grounds and buildings, games and activities on the main 

lawn and opportunities to learn more about our programs and partnerships. Activities 
start at 1:00pm and will end with an ice cream social and sing-a-long, lead by our special mu-
sical guest and camp alumnus, Kate Plummer. Camping at Loon Point and Grouse circle 
is FREE on Saturday night on a first come first serve basis. 

 

 

 

 

################################################################### 

 Thank you to my church family for all the birthday wishes, cards and gifts.  Also to    

my family for having birthday cake and coffee during fellowship hour.                               

God bless you all!        Velda Jones 

 

 Dear Deacons and Hope Church Family, 

 We both thank you very much for the Subway gift cards during 

finals week!                    Alan and Elizabeth Mangen 

 

Thank you to those who helped with the Spring Clean-Up at church!       The Session 

 Events  
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FAMILY FUN AND GAMES AT THE FISCHERS! 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19TH 
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July 2019 Updates 

 

 

 
Rib Fest Update: 

The 6th Annual “Smokin’ for The Link” Rib Fest was an amazing day of community and the 

culmination of hundreds of hours of volunteer time and effort to help children, families and 

seniors in need. Even though it was a great day, as many of you may have heard $9,200 

went missing from the event. The incident was reported to the Kandiyohi County Sheriff's 

Department as a theft. 

 
Thank you to everyone that has been reaching out with information and support. As we 

continue to look for answers and leads, here are ways you can help: 

-Submit photos or video through Facebook messenger to The Link. We are looking for 

photos/video from a time frame of 4 pm - 5 pm.  

-If you saw something suspicious at the event, please contact the Kandiyohi County    

Sheriff's Department at 320.214.6700, x 3341.  

-If you paid for your ticket at the event by check, please watch your checking account for 

fraudulent activity.  

-Pray that the funds are recovered as the needs of our neighbors continue.  

 
Tuesday’s Table: 

July 2nd – No Tuesday’s Table   

July 9
th
 – Evangelical Covenant Church 

July 16
th
 – Faith Lutheran Church 

July 23
rd

 – Peace Lutheran Church 

July 30
th
 – Living Word 

 
Monthly Giving Opportunities: 

The Link is now offering monthly giving as a convenient option for our donors. You can set 

up online giving through The Link’s website at www.youarethelink.org or directly through 

your bank. Please contact Rhonda at 320-354-LINK or at director@youarethelink.org for 

more information. 

 
Chasity Ommodt, 320.354.5555, outreach@youarethelink.org 
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Members with Health Concerns:  

Audrey Ihlang, Don Grosklags, Kathryn Frazee, Greg Ardoff, Isaac Haglund, Phyllis Allen,  

Sandy Ardoff, Marlene Johnson, Darlene Thompson 
 

Family and Friends with Health Concerns: 

Barb Raetzman (Darlene Bratberg’s neighbor)     Brandon Ritt & Kenzie Kelash 

Nephews of Joni Lamphere               Cindy Steiner (Barb Morris’ niece)      

Mark (Gerry & Deb Hess’ son-in-law)     Tim Dreier   

Renae Illies (Shar & Eldy Williams’ daughter)            Melissa Mangen’s sister & niece 

Reatha & Bobbie Fowler (Hilda Grosklags’ sister & husband)       Jaden Hanson 

Gary Williams (Eldon & Audrey Dean’s brother)       Elaine (Friend of Erica Joelson) 

Rikki Wold & Family members                     Kathy (Friend of Sherry Bratsch) 

Kristin Peterson (Helmstetter’s dau-in-law)             Skylynn (Friend of Nancy Miller)  

Steve (Friend of the Foremans)                        Mary Lou (Kathy Duke’s sister)                           

Todd (Betty & Jerry Harder’s son)      Barb Jensen 

Kristie Swenson (Greg & Deb’s daughter-in-law)          

Andy (Carol Sampson & Greg Swenson’s brother-in-law) 

Kevin Curran (Wayne & Darlene Thompson’s son-in-law)  
 

Grieving:  

Family of Gail (mother of Pastor Leah’s cousin Janet), Family of Carole Sietsema 
 

Other Concerns:  

For those dealing with mental health issues and who struggle with addiction 

For those deeply wounded by domestic violence 

For those grieving the death of a loved one due to violence 

For those affected by natural disasters 

For those serving in the military 

 

Care Facilities:  

Wanda Hixon, Mahlon Caylor, Shirley Kidd, Audrey Ihlang, Ruth Grom, 

Maxine Quale, Hazel Jones 
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Hospitality Servants & Worship Assistants 

 

July Schedule 

   

 

 

 

 

 

              Lay Readers 

 

July 7:   8:30:     Open 

    10:00:   Sue Block 

July 14: 8:30:   Open 

    10:00:   Open 

July 21: 8:30:   Deb Ficek  

    10:00:   Deb Ficek 

July 28: 8:30:   Open 

        10:00:   Open 

Coffee Servers 

   July 7:    Sandy & Jeff Wersal 

      Deb & Myron Ficek 

   July 14:  Jody & Jerry Leason   

        Deb & Myron Ficek 

   July 21:  Kathy & Daryl Taatjes  

          Darlene Bratberg 

   July 28:  Gwen & Gary Anfinson 

      Brenda & Pete Bratberg 

               Sound Operators 

Nancy Gjerde 

Pete Bratberg 

Dan Fischer 

Duane Taatjes 

Screen Operators:  

Stephanie Bents, Sherry Bratsch 

Video Operators: Pete Bratberg/

Jerry Leason/Kris Oman/Barry 

Sampson/Daryl Taatjes 

Radio Operators:  

Harold Foreman/Daryl Taatjes 
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July 7:   8:30:  Howard & Bev Jones, Lisa Thorson    

 10:00:  Open 

 

July 14:   8:30:  Bob & Carol Sampson, Lisa Thorson  

      10:00  Duane, Alisa, Carter & Isaac Taatjes 

             

    July 21:  8:30:  Open 

       10:00:  Daryl & Kathy Taatjes        

     

    July 28:  8:30:  Open 

       10:00:  Daryl & Kathy Taatjes 

                                          

  

Greetings from Dick & Ann Flisrand! 

They were former members and Ann was our Choir Director in 

the 1970’s. They now reside in Austin, MN. 
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                 SUNDAYS  
                           

              8:30 A.M.  Worship in 

                 Outdoor Chapel 

 OFFICE HOURS            9:30 A.M.  Fellowship/Coffee 

  8:30 am-5:00 pm            Fellowship Hall 

  Monday thru Friday        10:00 A.M.  Worship in 

                  Sanctuary 

                       

                           

  


