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 Spring is finally here!  Every day, when I arrive at church, I am welcomed by a veritable symphony of 

birds!   I close my eyes and listen, and an Easter song by Sandi Patti rises in my spirit:  

 

Was it a morning like this? 

When Mary walked down from Jerusalem 

And two angels stood at the tomb 

Bearers of news she would hear soon 

Did the grass sing? 

Did the earth rejoice to feel You again? 

Over and over like a trumpet underground 

Did the earth seem to pound, "He is risen!" 

Over and over in a never-ending round 

"He is risen, hallelujah, hallelujah!" 

 

 I imagine, for the disciples, the days after Jesus’ death felt like an eternity, longer than the winter we 

have just been through!  Very soon we will enter Holy Week and, like the disciples, we will remember the 

intense struggle, suffering and sacrifice Jesus went through for our sake.  We enter this week as they did, fac-

ing our humanness, aware of the times when we have betrayed, denied, or abandoned those we love.  Know-

ing the times when we have struggled with doubt, and fear, and grief.   

 The good news is: the dark nights of our souls are always held within the light and life of Easter.  For-

giveness, reconciliation, and transformation are ours through Jesus Christ.  In our baptisms we share with Je-

sus in his death and resurrection.  The old life is over and gone, a new life has begun.  Anyone who is in 

Christ is a new creation!  And God rejoices over us, as surely as that joyful symphony of birds that reminds 

me we are in a new season. 
 

 The rejection and crucifixion of Jesus was the biggest “No!” humanity could shout in the face of God.  

Jesus’ death and resurrection is God’s “YES!” for us, in the face of that “No!”  As we move through Holy 

Week and toward Easter, may you be filled with God’s “YES!” for your life, and held in God’s transforming 

love. 

 

 Blessings, 

 

 Pastor Leah 

                           Grace Notes 



 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  -  March 4, 2019 

         Financial updates will be included in the weekly bulletins and 
    monthly Hope Scopes 
     The Technology Committee is looking into options for better  
   screen clarity in the sanctuary 
     Session approved a Weather Emergency Cancellation Policy 
   for Sunday worship and weekly activities 

 

 The One Great Hour of Sharing offering, received on Easter Sunday, is 

the single, largest way that Presbyterians come together every year to 

work for a better world by advancing the causes of justice, resilience and 

sustainability.  Let us open our doors—as well as our hearts– to share, 

through this offering, the love of Christ through ministries of justice,      

compassion and joy.        
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Investment Fund Report     

      

  Endowment Fund Scholarship Fund New Covenant Fund**  

Fund Balance  12/31/2018 $38,519.09 $10,542.62 $504,142.25  

Fund Balance  1/31/2019 $39,566.82 $10,854.16 $504,142.25  

Fund Balance  2/28/2019 $39,766.92 $10,913.53 $504,142.25  

Funds Used  $0.00 $0.00 $0.00  

Net Change for Month $200.10 $59.37 $0.00  

Percentage Change 0.51% 0.55% 0.00%  

Year to Date Change $1,247.83 $370.91 $0.00  

Year to Date Percentage 3.24% 3.52% 0.00%  

      

Jerry Bents    **Only has Quarterly  

Treasurer    Statements  

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

       Update from the Finance Committee 

We want to thank everyone for their generous giving this year!  We know that the 
weather has not been good every Sunday.  Our expenses through February 28

th
 have 

been $38,446.89.  Our giving through February 28
th
 has been $28,823.38.  Thank you 

for considering what you can do to help meet our expenses! 
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   Deacons                 By Sandy Lee 

 The Deacons met on Monday, March 18th.  We opened with Sharon Jones offering prayer and 
devotion. A thank you letter was read from The Link, thanking the Deacons for a donation.  Visita-
tion report slips were collected.  Nineteen “missed you in church cards” were mailed in January.  We 
discussed, voted and approved a request to  assist with payment for a car repair.  At the new mem-
ber’s class on Sunday, March 24th, Rick and Sandy Lee will share information about the Deacon 
duties. 

 On Sunday, February 3rd, 89 were served communion and 10 were served extended commun-
ion.  On March 3rd, 72 were served communion and 3 were served extended communion.   

 April Deacons of the Month are Joni Lamphere and Erica Joelson.  Our next meeting is Mon-
day, April 15th. 

 The Deacons wish to remind everyone that you may listen to our worship service live on radio 
station KGLH, 96.9 FM on Sunday mornings.  You may also view the service on the church’s web-
site www.hopechurchspicer.org.  Click on Engage with us/Weekly Services.  A password is not nec-
essary to view the service.  Our service is also televised on WRAC 8 (Channel 18/181) on Thurs-
days at 7:55 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish, but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 

 

 

 

 

 

        CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

     MAY 5TH    - 10:00 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

  DYLAN GEHRKE   ANAKIN HAGLUND 

  TREVIN O’MALLEY  SKYLA SAMPSON 

 

  **Please join Anakin’s family in celebrating his 

Confirmation at the River of Hope Youth Center from 1:00 PM—3:00 PM. 

  “I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.” 

   Philippians 4:13 
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 HPW                           By Sharon Jones         

Wired word bible study 

 The Wired Word Bible Study will resume after Easter.  Please join the groups 

meeting on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m., Tuesday mornings at 11:00 a.m. or 

Wednesday evenings at 6:15 p.m.  This study can also be done at home.  Notify    

Karen in the office if you would like it  sent to you via email or pick up a printed copy 

on the table by the mailboxes.  The topics are very current of things happening in the 

world today, tying it together with Bible verses.  We are very blessed to have great 

leaders, giving their time and talents to lead us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 Devotions for the February 19th HPW meeting were given by Conny Williamson.  The scripture 

readings from Nehemiah, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Luke all referenced verses about joy in prepa-

ration for the program, “Joy Painting” by Darlene Bratberg.   Everyone enjoyed Darlene’s power 

point presentation that tracked the changes in subjects she painted and the development of her 

style from December 2017 when she began painting to the present day.  A number of her paintings 

were displayed.   

 The next HPW meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 2nd at 6:30 pm. Arfon Mohamud from 

Willmar will teach us about her experiences via her program “Kenya, Somali Story”.  She is open to 

questions so it is an opportunity to learn about her journey immigrating to the United States.        

Devotions will be given by Carol Sampson.  

 Circle II will meet on Thursday, April 4th at the home of Bev Jones.  Nancy Birkeland will lead 

the lesson.  

 The big HPW event on April 27th is the annual Rummage Sale fundraiser.  *Please note the 

date change from April 20th. The sale will include Granny’s Attic, clothing, household items, bake 

sale and treats from the kitchen for morning coffee and noon lunch. 
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CAMP SUNDAY IS  

APRIL 7th ! 

               *Birthday Kits* 

 We will be collecting “Birthday Kit” items during the month of April.  We will once 

again make the collection into a class competition.  The WOW class collecting the 

most birthday items will be rewarded! 

 Birthday Kits are given out to our Care Pantry clients who are unable to provide 

birthday party supplies for their children.  We give out approximately 60 bags per 

year.  Items needed for the bags include:  Birthday plates, napkins, cups, a plastic  

tablecloth, streamers, balloons, candles, a 9x13 disposable cake pan and a birthday 

bag.  (Cake mix and frosting will be provided by the Care Pantry.)  Donations of one 

item or a bag complete with all supplies needed are welcome.  We will take any items 

you can  provide! 

 There will also be a collection box in the fellowship hall  for all members of the 

congregation who wish to donate to this project. 

    Thank You!     The Family Ministries Task Force   

 

*April 10th Pillowcase Project* 

 On April 10th we will be doing a Hands-On Project during our Lenten Service 

Night.  Our youth will be in charge of setting up for the Soup & Bread Supper-we 

need parents to assist with this!  After eating and having music with Maggie,  the chil-

dren will return to the Fellowship Hall and make pillowcases for children in Puerto   

Rico.  We would like to make sixteen pillowcases for young boys and girls who have 

been affected by Hurricane Maria. We will decorate half of the pillowcase with fabric 

markers, buttons, bows, ribbon, lace, rick-rack, iron-on appliques or by stamping.  We 

will also write cards to send messages of love and care with a prayer or Bible verse 

included with each pillow case. 

 Donations needed include:  Kids patterned flannel, “fun” buttons, fabric bows,   

ribbon, lace, rick-rack, iron-on appliques and stamping supplies.  Please place these 

donated items in the church office.  Thanks! 

 WOW Updates 



Page 6                     Hope Scope                   Volume 4, Issue 1 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bread for the journey 

(excerpts  taken from the book Bread for the journey) 

 During these forty days of Lent, we are on a journey to the cross with Jesus.  Our 

theme is “Bread for the Journey.”  We will eat bread and we will be fed the Bread of 

Life. 

 Bread is a symbol of our lives.  It has a journey of its own.  It begins as a stalk of 

wheat, which at harvest time is cut down, its berries ripped from the stalk.  The grain 

is crushed and ground together at the mill.  The baker mixes and kneads and punch-

es the dough.  It’s thrown into a hot oven and baked.  These are words of violence 

and death, and yet through this process, wheat is transformed into something that 

gives life, nourishment, and strength to our bodies.  Bread is a symbol of our lives.  

Its story is our story.  We are never far from the experience of death. Its power touch-

es our lives.  Sometimes life cuts us down, rips us apart, and crushes us.  But God is 

able to take whatever experience we have and make it into something new, like 

bread, something that gives us strength and hope and new life. 

 Themes and breads for our remaining weekly Lenten services are: 

    Week 4 ( April 3rd):   More Than Bread—Cinnamon Raisin Bread 

    Week 5  (April 10th):   Abundant Bread—Honey Barley Wheat Bread 
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PLEASE PLACE YOUR DONATED FOOD ITEMS FOR THE LINK ON 
THE DESIGNATED TABLE IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL! 

APRIL IS “CARE PANTRY” MONTH-SEE THE BULLETIN BOARD FOR 
IDEAS OF ITEMS TO PURCHASE FOR THE CARE PANTRY!  THANKS!                                                       
   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

   

 For all who have prayed for my niece, Sofia, I thank you!  She         

 has finished chemo and is heading back to Rapid City, SD!      

     Praise God!!                                                     

              Lisa Thorson 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Camp GK Bear is a one day camp for children, Grades K-6 who have experienced 

the death of a significant person in their life.  The camp combines activities such as 

art and music with grief education and support.  Camp GK Bear is offered from 10:00 

a.m.-3:00 p.m. at Lakeland Auditorium (lower level of the Lakeland Health Center, 

Rice Hospital) in Willmar on Saturday, April 27th.  There is no cost to attend, but pre-

registration is required.  Registration deadline is Friday, April 19th.  Registration forms 

are available on our bulletin board, across from the office. 

Rice Hospice Training will be held on Tuesday, April 30th and Thursday, May 2nd, 

at the Lakeland Auditorium in Willmar.  This training is for volunteers and also for pro-

fessionals who work with hospice patients.  The training fee will be refunded to those 

participants who become Rice Hospice volunteers.  Please return registration forms 

by April 26th, with check payable to Rice Hospice.  Registration forms are available 

on our bulletin board, across from the office. 
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TREASURES FOR EVERYONE! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We are in need of items for this year’s silent auction during our meatball    

supper fundraiser, which will be held on May 3rd.  The possibilities are 

endless!  Items may be wood projects, sewing items, baked goods, plants, 

baskets of items, fishing trips, bird feeding items-anything goes!!  Your con-

tribution will directly impact the youth of our congregation as all proceeds 

will benefit those that attend youth discipleship trips.   

 Thank you in advance for your donation! Items may be brought to 

church anytime Monday thru Friday 8:30 am-5:00 pm or on Sunday 

mornings. 

 

 

 

 

 

                  UPDATE! 

Tuesday, April 2nd  5:30 pm  Meeting for anyone interested in helping to organ-

ize and plan the meatball supper. 

Wednesday, April 3rd  6:45 pm  Meeting for all parents of youth who will be         

involved in selling tickets and helping with the supper. 

Sunday, April 7th  Camp Sunday  Ticket packets will be handed out.  Parents 

need to sign for your child’s packets.  If unable to attend, packets will be availa-

ble on Wednesday night, April 10th 

Sunday, April 28th  Packets need to be turned in. 
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Members with Health Concerns:  

Phyllis Allen, Dale Flickinger, Bev Jones, Mark Radabaugh, Wayne Thompson, Bob Sietsema, Ruth 

Birkeland, Carole Sietsema, Marlys Flickinger, Sandy Ardoff, Greg Ardoff, Marlene Johnson,   

Darlene Thompson 

Family and Friends with Health Concerns: 

Dr. Roland (Butch) Wohlin (Joy’s father)    Eli (Joni & Jeff Lamphere’s grandson) 

Gary Williams (Eldon & Audrey Dean’s brother)   Elaine (Friend of Erica Joelson) 

Edward Hixon          Pauline (Jerry Leason’s mother) 

Mary (Friend of Pastor Leah)      Rikki Wold & Family  members 

Kristin Peterson (Helmstetter’s dau-in-law)   Skylynn (Friend of Nancy Miller)      

Steve (Friend of the Foremans)        Joan (Melissa Mangen’s mother)        

Brandon (Friend of the Helmstetters)    Paula (Co-worker of Sarah Sampson)  

Nora (Roger Holm’s friend’s dau.)      Sofia (Lisa Thorson’s niece)  

Bev Barnes           Tim Dreier    

Todd (Betty & Jerry Harder’s son)     Barb Jensen 

Melissa Freiberg (Maya Larson’s mother)   Mary Lou (Kathy Duke’s sister)                           

Kristie Swenson (Greg & Deb’s daughter-in-law)          

Andy (Carol Sampson & Greg Swenson’s brother-in-law) 

Kevin Curran (Wayne & Darlene Thompson’s son-in-law)  

Grieving:  

Family of Mary Pelkey (Mark Radabaugh’s sister), Family & Friends of Brad Elliot, Family of Terry 

Goodall 

Other Concerns:  

For those dealing with mental health issues and who struggle with addiction 

For those deeply wounded by domestic violence 

For those grieving the death of a loved one due to violence 

For those affected by natural disasters 

For those serving in the military 

 

Care Facilities:  

Wanda Hixon, Mahlon Caylor, Shirley Kidd, Audrey Ihlang, Ruth Grom, Maxine Quale, Hazel Jones 
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Hospitality Servants & Worship Assistants 

 

April Schedule 

   

 

 

 

 

 

              Lay Readers 

April 7:     Jonelle Foreman 

April 14:   Erica Joelson 

April 21:   Open 

April 28:   Sue Block 

    

Children’s Church 

April 14:  Alisa Taatjes 

Radio Operators:  

Harold Foreman/Daryl Taatjes 

Coffee Servers 

   April 7:    Nancy & Rod Gjerde 

                   Eileen & Dave Helmstetter    

   April 14:   Nancy & Ruth Birkeland 

     Jonelle & Harold Foreman  

   April 21:   Easter Breakfast  

     Session 

   April 28:   Kim & Ben O’Malley  

      Mary O’Malley    

               Sound Operators 

Nancy Gjerde 

Pete Bratberg 

Dan Fischer 

Duane Taatjes 

Screen Operators:  

Stephanie Bents 

Sherry Bratsch 

Video Operators: Pete Bratberg/

Jerry Leason/Kris Oman/Barry 

Sampson/Daryl Taatjes 
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April 7:   Gary & Gwen Anfinson, Greg & Wade Swenson 

      Acolytes:  Carter & Isaac Taatjes 

 

April 14:  Gary & Gwen Anfinson, Greg & Wade Swenson 

       Acolytes:   Open 

         AND    

     April 21:  Gary & Gwen Anfinson, Greg & Wade Swenson   

  Acolytes:    Open 

   

          April 28:   Gary & Gwen Anfinson, Greg & Wade Swenson 

  Acolytes:     Open 

       

 

Tuesday’s Table Schedule 

Food. Friends. Fellowship. 

April 2nd  Our Lady of the Lakes Catholic Church, Spicer 

    “Be Wise, Be Informed, Be Empowered” Presentation at 6:30 PM 

April 9th  Evangelical Covenant Church, New London 

April 16th  Faith Lutheran Church, Spicer 

April 23rd  Peace Lutheran Church, New London 

April 30th  New London & Spicer Lions groups at Faith Lutheran Church, Spicer 

WEATHER CANCELLATIONS 

 Wednesday evening activities will not be held if there is an early       
dismissal or no school that day.  For any weather-related announcements, 
listen to radio stations KWLM 1340 AM, KWLM 96.3 FM, 100.1 Big Coun-
try or 102.5 Q102 FM; check Operation Snow Desk online or call the 
church office at 796-2650.  An email will also be sent out. 



HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

7730 NORTH SHORE DRIVE 

SPICER, MN 56288 

 

PHONE: 320-796-2650 

E-MAIL: hopepres@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: http://hopechurchspicer.org 

RADIO: KGLH 96.9 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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             2019          

                SUNDAYS   
               9:15 A.M.  Fellowship/Coffee 

    OFFICE HOURS            10:00 A.M.  Worship 

       8:30 AM - 5:00 PM       

                    Soup & Bread Supper, followed 

 OFFICE HOURS       by Lenten Study in the Fellowship Hall    

 8:30 am-5:00 pm        (5:45 P.M. 4/3 & 4/10)  

 Monday thru Friday  7:00 P.M.  Maundy Thursday Service (4/18)

           7:00 P.M.  Good Friday Service (4/19) 

              EASTER SUNDAY (4/21) 

           8:30 A.M.  Praise Service 

           9:15 A.M.  Easter Breakfast 

             10:00 A.M.  Worship 

  


