
Prayer of Illumination 
L: O God, in our doubts and uncertainties, grant us the grace to ask what you would 
have us do; that the Spirit of wisdom may save us from false choices, and that in 
Your light we may see light, and in your straight path not stumble.  We ask for this 
illumination of the Spirit of Christ Jesus. 
P: Amen.  
 
Old Testament Lesson:   Isaiah 35:1-10 
New Testament Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 11:1-11  Epistle Lesson:  James 5:7-10 
 
Sermon:    “Patience!”                                           Pastor Allen C. Jergenson 
 
*Sermon Hymn:    “Have Thine Own Way, Lord!”                                 (Insert/Screen) 
 
*Affirmation of Faith/The Apostles’ Creed:     
 All: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and 
buried. He descended into hell, but on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty, from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns/Prayers of the People/The Lord’s Prayer 

Meditation Hymn:     “Patience, People”                        Erica, Bob & Carol, & Maggie  
 
Announcements/Please place your offering in the offering plate as you exit 
    Offertory Prayer: 
P: With joy and thanksgiving we celebrate this opportunity to share! Your 
promises are more real to us, O God, when we participate in the outreach,  
your gifts to us make possible. Lead us, we pray, to do what is right with these 
offerings, and with the time and talents you have entrusted to us as we await, 
with joyful anticipation, your coming amongst us! Amen. 
                                        
*Closing Hymn:      “Prepare the Way”                                                 (Insert/Screen)  

*Charge & Benediction:   “Pass Me Not”                       Erica, Bob & Carol, & Maggie 
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                                 As a community of Christ, Hope Presbyterian Church                                                                                 

                         demonstrates the good news of God’s love, grace and hope. 
 

  ▪  We build relationships with one another in order that we might             

      strengthen our ability to love God and love others.  

▪  Visitors, youth and children are welcome to participate in worship,        
Bible Study, spiritual development opportunities, prayer and service.  
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*(Please rise as you are able)          

 
Prelude/Introit:     “Ready the Way of the Lord”                                                   
                                         Erica Joelson, Bob & Carol Sampson, & Maggie Harp                                                    
 
Welcome                                         Lay Reader: Nancy Birkeland 
 
 

*Call to Worship:                                            L: Leader     P: People 
L: The third Advent candle reminds us of the light of God's love. If this Christmas 
season is anything, it is an opportunity to experience love: the love of friendship, the 
love of family, and the love of God. At Christmas, we are reminded that God's love is 
revealed to us in the gift to the world of the Son of God, who came as a child in the 
manger of Bethlehem. 
P: This is the good news from John’s gospel, that “…God so loved the world 
that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him may not 
perish, but may have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 
L: We light the third candle of Advent to celebrate the love of God that freely 
embraced a fallen and rebellious world. The light and the warmth of this candle are 
symbols of the love with which God loves us, and by which we are enabled to love 
others. (The lighting of the third Advent candle…) 
 
*Response:      “Advent Song”    Verse 3                                        (Screen) 
 Light the Advent candle, three: Think of heavenly harmony; angels singing 
“Peace on Earth” at the blessed Savior’s birth.  Candle, candle, burning bright, 
shining in the cold winter night; candle, candle, burning bright, fill our hearts with 
Christmas light. 
 
*Opening Prayer: 
P: Eternal and loving God, pour out in our hearts this day the light of your love, 
warming us to one another, enlightening our understanding of others, and 
revealing the path of charity on which you have called us to walk as we await 
your coming. O Lord, grant us the patience and perseverance so to do! Amen.  
 

*Hymn of Praise:    “People, Look East”                                                (Insert/Screen)  

Preparation 

Call to Confession:  
L: Let us now come before God in a time of honest confession, acknowledging our 
human sinfulness and short-sightedness, and seeking divine forgiveness. Let us pray 
together… 
 
Prayer of Confession:  
P: O faithful and loving God, you have promised your people that you will one 
day come in power and great glory to bring all nations under your rule. We 
confess, today, that we often have not taken your words seriously, nor have we 
waited patiently for your kingdom’s coming within our midst. In our impatience, 
we have grown tired of waiting, and in some ways, even find ourselves guilty of 
dismissing the promise of your coming. In your mercy, we ask you to forgive 
us, that we may look forward to your advent with patient, yet eager expectation. 
Grant us the wisdom to welcome your timing and your way and empower us to 
herald your coming with trusting and joy-filled hearts– not only as our 
righteous judge, but also as our loving Savior! Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
L: Friends, the good news of the gospel is that God, in divine love and grace, has 
heard and answered our prayers. In Jesus Christ, you and I are forgiven of our sins, 
and are reassured that the very one who first came to save us will indeed return one 
day soon to reclaim us for himself – that where he is, we too may be! Until that day, it 
is his Spirit that will enable us to wait patiently, and to make good use of the time we 
are given. In gratitude to God for God’s patience with us, let us join together in 
offering our thanks and praise by singing the Gloria Patri… 
 
Gloria Patri  “Glory Be to the Father”                                                               (Screen) 
     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 

Special Music:  “Wait on the Lord”                                     Erica, Bob, Carol & Maggie 
 
Children’s Time:   “Waiting for God’s Gift to Us” 
         
Response:     “Where Children Belong”                                                           (Screen)    
    This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng. 
Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong. 
 

God is here and welcomes you! If you are a visitor and are looking for a church home, be 
assured you are welcome and needed at Hope Church.  We are a people who seek to 
respond to God’s love in Christ and we invite you to join us. 
Please be advised that our worship service is taped for television broadcast, and aired on 
Channel 18 (Windstream Cable) and Channel 181 (Charter Cable) on Thursdays at 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

 
 



    THIS WEEK AT HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

December 13                         Third Sunday of Advent 
(Sunday)        10:00 a.m.   Worship in Sanctuary (Facebook Live/Radio) 
         11:00 a.m.  Congregational meeting to elect officers for  
  Ruling Elders, Deacons and the Finance Committee. Installation  
         of officers will also be held at this time. 
                                             Pastor Allen C. Jergenson  
 
December 14          
(Monday)                 

             
December 15         
(Tuesday)               
 
December 16       
(Wednesday) 
 
December 17             
(Thursday)        
                                  
December 18                   Karen Out of the Office      
(Friday)       
         
December 19           
(Saturday)             
       
December 20                         Fourth Sunday of Advent 
(Sunday)         10:00 a.m.   Worship (No in-person, Facebook Live & Radio Only) 
                      Dr. John McKay    
 
 
**Your 2021 Offering Envelopes are on the table in the Narthex. 
 
**The Christmas Joy Offering will be received thru December 20th.  Envelopes are in 
the Narthex or you can designate for this on your regular offering envelope or give 
online.  Fifty percent of your gift makes it possible for students to learn and grow in 
faith at Presbyterian related schools and colleges equipping communities of color.  
The other fifty percent of your gift assists current and retired church workers and their 
families with critical financial needs. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS     
                                                               

    (*) Denotes new 
 
 
Members with Health Concerns:  
Sandy Wersal, Ralph Jansen, Mark Radabaugh 
 
Family and Friends with Health Concerns: 
Dwaine Walthers     Brian (Jo Holm’s son) 
Shirley (Gwen Anfinson’s sister)   Kathy (Friend of Sherry Bratsch) 
     
Care Facilities:  
Mary Lou Swart (PCU’s at GlenOaks), Ruth Grom (Iowa), Maxine Quale (Willmar) 
 
Grieving:  
Family of Phyllis (Ed Johnston’s daughter), Family of Verne Carlson (David Carlson’s 
Father), Family of Shirley Kidd (Funeral will be at Hope in the Spring, 2021), Family 
of James Christianson (Father of Sheila Christianson), Family of Hazel Jones, Family 
of Marlys Flickinger (Funeral scheduled tentatively for June 12,2021)      
 
Other Concerns:  
For those dealing with mental health issues and who struggle with addiction 
For those deeply wounded by domestic violence 
For those grieving the death of a loved one due to violence 
For those affected by natural disasters, COVID-19 pandemic 
For those serving in the military  
  
December Deacons of the Month:  Erica Joelson & Kim O’Malley 
 
**Presbyterians Today’s Advent and Christmas devotional for 2020 is available for 
free online at pcusa.org/2020advent.  There are also copies on the table in the 
Narthex. 
 

**There will be a congregational meeting after worship today, to elect officers for 

Ruling Elders, Deacons, and the Finance Committee. Installation of officers will also 
be held at this time. 

        

 



                              “People, Look East”   

          People, look east.  The time is near of the crowning of the year.                     
 Make your house fair as you are able, Trim the hearth and set the table. 
 People, look east and sing today: Love the guest is on the way. 
 
 Furrows, be glad.  Though earth is bare, One more seed is planted there: 
 Give up your strength the seed to nourish,                                                     
 That in course the flower may flourish. 
 People, look east and sing today: Love the rose is on the way. 
 
 Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 
 Guard the nest that must be filled. 
 Even the hour when wings are frozen, God for fledging time has chosen. 
 People, look east and sing today: Love the bird is on the way. 
 
 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim, 
 Shining beyond the frosty weather, Bright as sun and moon together. 
 People, look east and sing today: Love the star is on the way. 
 
 Angels, announce with shouts of mirth, Christ who brings new life to earth. 
 Set every peak and valley humming, With the word, the Lord is coming. 
 People, look east and sing today: Love the Lord is on the way. 
 
 
 
 

          “Have Thine Own Way, Lord!” 
  
 Have Thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way! 
 Thou art the potter, I am the clay! 
 Mold me and make me after Thy will, 
 While I am waiting, Yielded and still. 
 
 Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 
 Search me and try me, Master, today! 
 Whiter than snow, Lord, wash me just now, 
 As in Thy presence humbly I bow. 
 
 
 

 
   Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 
   Wounded and weary, help me, I pray! 
   Power – all power – surely is Thine! 
   Touch me and heal me, Savior divine! 
 
   Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 
   Hold o’er my being absolute sway! 
   Fill with Thy Spirit ‘til all shall see 
   Christ only, always, Living in me! 
 
 
 

               “Prepare the Way” 
 
   Prepare the way, O Zion, Your Christ is drawing near! 
   Let every hill and valley a level way appear. 
   Greet One who comes in glory, Foretold in sacred story.  
   O blest is Christ that came in God’s most holy name. 
 
   Christ brings God’s rule, O Zion; He comes from heaven above. 
   His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth, and love. 
   Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding. 
   O blest is Christ that came in God’s most holy name. 
 
   Fling wide your gates, O Zion; Your Savior’s rule embrace. 
   And tidings of salvation proclaim in every place. 
   All lands will box rejoicing, their adoration voicing. 
   O blest is Christ that came in God’s most holy name. 
    
 
 
 
 

 
 
          

  


