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Several years ago, my husband suddenly lost his job. He'd been with the company for over 30 

years and had weathered periods of low work and company-wide layoffs so this was totally unex-

pected. No job, at this point in our lives, wasn't in our plan.  By the end of that week, my husband 

had submitted his resume to two firms. The next week he had interviews and two job offers. He 

was out of work for less than three weeks. We praised God and moved forward thinking he'd be in 

the new job until retirement.   Eleven months later, his "new" job ended. This time, the scenario was 

different. Jobs in his field were less plentiful. He was a year closer to the hypothetical "retirement 

age." Three weeks later, and then three months later, he was still unemployed. Then, after almost 

eight months of unemployment, a job offer resulted from an interview that seemed fruitless at the 

time. Here are 6 truths we learned during this season of waiting:                                                                                                                                                                         

God's timing isn't our timing. We all have expectations about how we think our lives will go, but 

we have no guarantee things will happen according to our plans or expectations. Rarely, if ever, is 

our timing God's timing. Life crises never come at a convenient time and rarely resolve in a 

timeframe of our choosing. God's ways, and his timing, are far different from our own.                                       

We are not in control. God uses waiting periods to remind us we're not in control. During these 

months of uncertainty, I learned no matter how much we research, network, organize, and plan,  

ultimate control belongs to God.                                                                                                            

Praise God anyway. As our waiting lengthened, I focused on praising God instead of worrying 

about what might happen next.  God blessed us in many other ways as well.                                                    

Pray for others. During our months of waiting, I became aware of those around me who were also 

waiting—for medical test results, a diagnosis, a treatment plan, or insurance approval for a lifesav-

ing drug.  I discovered interceding for others shifts your focus off self and onto others.                                      

Waiting is an exercise in trust. It's one thing to say you trust God and something else to actually 

do it. Some days the only way I could trust was to repeat, “Lord, I trust you.”                                                                                               

God is faithful. During our waiting season, we saw God's provision in unexpected ways.  We all 

experience seasons of waiting. During those periods, we have a choice: we can feel sorry for our-

selves and allow fear and frustration to control us, or we can trust God and look for what he is do-

ing in our lives while we wait. Although none of us would choose seasons of waiting, God can use 

them to help us learn and grow!  By Candy Arrington “The Christian Broadcasting Network, Inc. 
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SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

JANUARY 6, 2020 
      

 

•         Approved an Agreement for Temporary Supply with Commissioned       
   Pastor Kathy Terpstra for six months beginning February 1, 2020. 
•        Adopted the 2020 budget. 
•        Approved Missy Leuthold speaking at a worship service on her mission  
   experience. 
•        Elected Nancy Birkeland to serve as Clerk of Session. 

  
 Thank you to the outgoing Ruling Elders Larry Bratsch, Nancy Gjerde and Sarah 

 Sampson and Deacons Wayne & Darlene Thompson.  Welcome to the incoming      

 Ruling Elders Steve Barney, Jody Leason and Sandy Wersal and Deacons Bob    

 Hinderks, Lisa Thorson, Kim O’Malley and Sandy Meyer.  

 

  The communion servers for February 2
nd

 are: Steve Barney, Stephanie Bents, 

 Howard Jones, Ben O’Malley and Sandy Wersal.  

Investment Fund Report      New  

  Endowment Scholarship     Covenant  

  Fund Fund    Fund  

Fund Bal-
ance  12/31/2018 $38,519.09 $10,542.62  Fund Balance  12/31/2018 $504,142.25  

Fund Bal-
ance  11/30/2019 $40,785.45 $11,215.43  Fund Balance  9/30/2019 $734,477.85  

Fund Bal-
ance  12/31/2019 $41,228.41 $11,347.17  Fund Balance  12/31/2019 $630,053.76  

New Funds  $0.00 $0.00  New Funds  $158,037.62  

Funds Used  $0.00 $0.00  Funds Used  $145,670.41  

Net Change for Month $442.96 $131.74  Net Change for Quarter $41,246.32  

Percentage Change 1.09% 1.17%  Percentage Change 5.62%  

Year to Date Change $2,709.32 $804.55  Year to Date Change $113,544.30  

Year to Date Percentage 7.03% 7.63%  Year to Date Percentage 22.52%  

         

Jerry Bents       Has Quarterly  

Treasurer       Statements  
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        February 9th  11:00 A.M.  Pot Luck 
 

 The deacons have become aware of some people in our congregation that are in need.  There 

are many reasons that people, through no fault of their own, can find themselves in a difficult situa-

tion.  Job loss, health issues, medical bills, family problems. 

 The deacons are hosting a pot-luck meal after church on Sunday, February 9th.  There will be a 

free will offering to raise money for those who are in need. 

 This should be a wonderful time to share fellowship during the cold February days while an-

swering  God's call to care for each other.  Please bring a dish to share!  

  

 

 The members of the PNC started looking for a new Minister for Hope Church thirteen 
months ago.  In that time we have looked at a lot of resumes.  We have also had several 
interviews with candidates.  We are working hard to find a match for our church and congre-
gation.  The job is a lot harder than we expected, but we know that we will find the right  
person to lead us.  We appreciate your continued prayers and support in this important task! 

   Myron Ficek 
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   Deacons                   By Sandy Lee, Moderator 

The Deacons met on Monday, January 20, 2020. 

We welcomed back deacons Lisa Thorson and Bob Hinderks.  Lisa has been serving as our        
secretary and will be returning as an active deacon.  There will be two additional deacons joining us, 
as they will be nominated at the annual meeting.   

Multiple thank you cards were received and read.  We are happy and feel blessed to touch so many 
people’s lives! 

We discussed the fundraiser set for Sunday, February 9
th
.  All will help with setup and cleanup.  The 

congregation is asked to bring their favorite dish to pass.   

Sandy Lee attended the Ruling Elder/Deacon training on Saturday, January 11
th
 at the First Presby-

terian Church in Willmar and shared with us some of the highlights. 

We signed up for Deacons of the Month for the new year. Updates were made to the Visitation List 
and Deacons Address/E-Mail Information. 

Communion was served: Wednesday, December 18th at the Blue Christmas Service, 7 were served 
communion; Sunday, December 22nd, 30 were served communion at Glen Oaks during the service; 
Tuesday, December 24th (Christmas Eve), 161 were served communion and Sunday, January 5th, 
96 were served communion. No extended communion was served. 

February Deacons of the Month are Leslie Radabaugh and Bob Hinderks. 

Our next meeting is Monday, February 17
th
 at 5:45 p.m. 

 

And He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.” This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.”   Matthew 22:37 

 

 HPW                         By Sharon Jones & Sandy Wersal       

 

HPW will be having a Fall Harvest Festival on Saturday,                                  

October 10th, 8:00 am to 1:00 pm. This is something NEW this year!! 

So, we would like our Hope Members to start working on crafts this  

time of year with the cold weather making us stay inside!  

Plan your garden planting to have extra for church! 

Make plans on finding recipes to make a kit to sell, like bars or soups!  

Fall flowers, start thinking out side the box! 

Talk with Sandy or Jonelle if you have any questions. More information to follow! 

 

HPW will meet on Tuesday, February 4th at 6:30 pm.  Erica Joelson will give devotions. 

Circle II will meet again in April.  
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Clearwater Chrysalis 

Clearwater Chrysalis is a Christian based faith-building program of Clearwater       
Forest.  The 2020 Winter Women’s Retreat will be Friday, February 21-Sunday, Feb-
ruary 23.  This year’s keynote speaker is Pastor Candace Adams speaking on a “God 
Shaped Connection”!  Fees for Chrysalis covers two nights housing, all meals, 
speaker presentations, most workshops and more!  The cost is $210, of which a $75 
deposit is required.  Register online at www.clearwaterforest.org or call the camp of-
fice at (218) 678-2325.  Please register by February 7

th
.  See the Community Events 

bulletin board for more information! 

 

Christian’s in Action “Knit Night” 

Christian’s in Action is a ministry of the Ridgewater Campus Ministry Center “Seeking 
Christ, Engaging in His Mission.”  Please join us as we knit apparel for students in 
need!  Bring left-over skeins of yarn and knitting loom hooks if you have any!  There 
will be extra skeins of yarn and knitting looms for those who do not have their own.  
Free food will be provided!  Dates:  Wednesday, February 12th and Wednesday,  
February 19th from 4:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.! 

 

 

 

 

 

*****************************************************************************************************************

         Weather Cancellations 

 Wednesday evening activities will not be held if there is an early dismissal or no school that day 
due to inclement weather.  For any weather-related announcements, listen to radio stations KWLM 

1340 AM, KWLM 96.3 FM, 100.1 Big Country or 102.5 Q102 FM; check Operation Snow Desk 
online or call the church office at 320-796-2650.  An email will also be sent out. 

  

 

 

 

 Announcements 

http://www.clearwaterforest.org


                      

                                                    January 2020 Updates  

 

After the busy holiday season, the staff have finally been able to settle in here at The Link and fig-

ure out exactly what kind of impact was made to local families throughout 2019.  Looking back at 

the past year, it is humbling to see all of the generous donations and volunteer support that have 

made it possible to serve those who need it the most.  We thought now would be a great time to 

share some numbers with YOU, The Link, so that you can see just how your support has made a 

difference to so many in the community. 
 

Food Pantry  

The Food Pantry is growing and it’s getting difficult to keep the shelves full! 

-In 2018, The Link distributed 30,085 pounds of food to 589 families.  And now, in 2019, The Link 

distributed over 43,000 pounds of food to 804 households, which included 1,281 adults, 791 chil-

dren and 179 seniors. 

-2019 brought in 13,304 pounds or 6.65 tons of donated food from generous individuals, families, 

churches, businesses and the NL-S School District.   

-Save the date: The 2020 Minnesota FoodShare Campaign is March 1— April 12. Please help fill 

The Link’s Food Pantry during this time.  All food items and monetary funds donated are greatly ap-

preciated. 

-The Link orders food from Second Harvest so that every $1 donated can be used to purchase $10 

worth of food. 
 

Household Exchange, Christmas Joy and Holiday Food Baskets 

-Between Christmas Joy, Holiday Food Baskets and the Household Exchange program, The Link 

served 85 families in need, helping with everything from Christmas gifts and extra holiday food to 

the essentials to help get them back on their feet. 
 

Wildcat Backpack Program 

The Wildcat Backpack program continues to provide 95 students each week with extra food for the 

weekend.  In 2019 3,658 backpacks were packed!  
 

Client Services and Outreach 

In 2019, The Link provided resources and/or financial support to help stabilize 204 local families 

experiencing hardship. 
 

YOU are the Link! 

We are so very thankful to everyone who has provided support financially, prayerfully and by volun-

teering.  In 2019, The Link’s amazing volunteers put in a combined 605 hours to help The Link live 

out its’ mission! We are excited to see what 2020 brings!  
 

Monthly Giving Opportunities: 

The Link makes monthly giving a convenient option for our donors. You can set up online giving 
through The Link’s website at www.youarethelink.org or directly through your bank. Please contact 
Ashley at 320-354-5555 or email her at ashley@youarethelink.org for more information. 
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Members with Health Concerns:  

Gary Anfinson, Don Grosklags, Skyla Sampson, Ruth Birkeland, Mark Radabaugh, Sandy Ardoff,  

Darlene Thompson 

 

Family and Friends with Health Concerns:  

Kathy (Sherry Bratsch’s co-worker)    Jan (Pastor Kathy’s daughter) 

Roger Jones (Arlos’ brother)      Paisley (Lisa Thorson’s granddau.) 

Ruth Plaeckner (Ardis Just’s sister-in-law)          Marcia Quale            

Stephanie & Sister (Lamphere’s dau-in-law)      Donna (Pastor Kathy’s sister-in-law) 

Jodi Anderson (Friend of Jonelle Foreman)  Ron (Greg Swenson’s cousin) 

Kristin, Craig & Shayla (Helmstetter’s family)  Ken Stinson (Dee Norling’s son)  

Lynette (Jeff Wersal’s sister)     Scott (Joni Lamphere’s nephew)    

Cindy Steiner (Barb Morris’ niece)        Greg (Jeff Lamphere’s cousin)    

Mark (Gerry & Deb Hess’ son-in-law)   Tim Dreier   

Reatha & Bobbie Fowler (Hilda Grosklags’ sister & husband)      Jaden Hanson  

Rikki Wold & Family  members     Todd (Betty & Jerry Harder’s son)  

Kevin Curran (Wayne & Darlene Thompson’s son-in-law)  

 

Care Facilities:  

Mahlon Caylor, Shirley Kidd, Ruth Grom, Maxine Quale, Hazel Jones 

 

Grieving:  

Family of John Radabaugh (Mark’s brother) 

 

Other Concerns:  

For those dealing with mental health issues and who struggle with addiction 

For those deeply wounded by domestic violence 

For those grieving the death of a loved one due to violence 

For those affected by natural disasters 

For those serving in the military - Brandon Dean (Afghanistan) 
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Hospitality Servants & Worship Assistants 

 

February Schedule 

   

 

 

 

 

 

              Lay Readers 

 

February 2:    Jeff Wersal 

February 9:    Kristene Foreman 

February 16:  Sue Block 

February 23:  Open 

Coffee Servers  

 February 2:  Kim & Ben O’Malley, Deb & Greg Swenson 

 February 9:  Conny & John Williamson, Nancy Birkeland 

 February 16:  Jonelle, Harold & Kristene Foreman 

 February 23:  Pam Sigafoos, Karen Sulheim 

               Sound Operators 

Nancy Gjerde 

Pete Bratberg 

Dan Fischer 

Duane Taatjes 

Screen Operators:  

Stephanie Bents, Sherry Bratsch 

Video Operators: Pete Bratberg/

Jerry Leason/Kris Oman/Barry 

Sampson/Daryl Taatjes 

Radio Operators:  

Harold Foreman/Daryl Taatjes 
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        February 2:  Wally & Amanda Titus Family 

     Acolytes:  Ava O’Malley & Evelyn Titus  

     

  February 9:   Open 

 

    February 16:  Open 

       

    February 23:   Wally & Amanda Titus Family  

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU for all your prayers, visits, food and cards during Don’s many weeks of 
recovery from health issues.  We are  so blessed to be part of such a loving, caring 

Hope family.  God Bless You All and Keep You in His Care.! 

Love  -  Don and Hilda Grosklags 

*********************************************************************************************** 

Thank you to everyone who came to my 90
th
 birthday party, gave a gift, sent a card or 

called. Thanks also to Sue, Clara, Charlotte and Jonelle for helping in the kitchen. I 
had a wonderful day and am thankful for my church family.   

Ruth Birkeland 
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    SUNDAYS 

  9:15  A.M.  Fellowship/   

         Coffee    

                    Fellowship Hall 

                 10:00 A.M.  Worship    

   Office Hours               

       Monday thru Friday      

     8:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.          

                 


