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We Are The Church Together..... 

It's the theme of the 2020 special offerings of the PC(USA).   It's a wonderful way to think about the 

church.   

A couple of years ago I was talking to a cousin from Wisconsin at a get-together.  He was telling 

me about the church he and his wife were attending.  He was enthusiastic about  all the fun things 

they were doing.  It really sounded like a good group of Christians.  

In the course of our conversation he told me that it was a non-denominational church.  Then he 

went on to say, "We don't need some denomination somewhere making decisions and telling us 

what to do."  I told him, " You are talking to the wrong person about how denominations are not im-

portant."    So I proceeded to explain (maybe brag a little) about over 200 mission co-workers that 

the Presbyterians support. These dedicated folks are serving all over the world. Then there's Pres-

byterian Disaster Assistance that supports people who have experienced either natural or man-

made disasters.  This assistance helps those who are suffering through some of the worst times of 

their lives and through the church we can supply not only millions of dollars in aid but also people 

that can help.  Professionals of all kinds that can be dispatched immediately to areas in need. 

I didn't even have time to get into our World Hunger Program, Self-Development of People, our 

Washington DC office that works for more than just laws, and the UN office that works toward 

peacemaking efforts and women's rights, our seminaries that train pastors, our educational pro-

grams for minorities, our Mission Responsibility Through Investing group that works with corpora-

tions whom the church is invested with to put pressure on them to make policies that will help ra-

ther than hinder humankind,  and on and on. I continue to be amazed at all the work the Presbyteri-

ans do. 

On Easter Sunday we will be taking our "One Great Hour of Sharing" offering. This offering sup-

ports Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, World Hunger and Self Development of People.  

One of the things I love most about the Presbyterians is that we are connectional.  Each church is 

not just on their own.  We are all connected and together we can do things that no church could  

accomplish on their own. 

A couple of weeks ago I was in Baltimore for a national board meeting and at the meeting we ap-

proved a budget of more than 73 million dollars.  That doesn't include the Board of Pensions that 

handles all the health insurance and pensions for pastors and church workers, or Presbyterian 

Publishing or Presbyterian Women.   

I thank God for all the generous people in our denomination and all the staff at the national office 

that work so hard and are so dedicated to making our world more kingdom like.  Together we are 

definitely better and when we each do a little, a lot can be accomplished.  May God bless all the 

work that we do together.   
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   Deacons                           By Sandy Lee, Moderator 

  
SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

FEBRUARY 3, 2020 
      

 
*  Approved the 2019 Church Statistical Report submitted to the Presbyterian   
  Church, U.S.A. 
*  Re-elected Jerry Bents as treasurer. 

         *  The Session will examine the confirmands on April 22nd. 

The Deacons met on Monday, February 17, 2020. 

Kim O’Malley and Sandy Meyer are the new deacons joining us this year. We are blessed to have 
them! 

A thank you card from Don and Hilda Grosklags was read.  Pastor Kathy handed out a sheet on 
hospital visitation. 

The potluck fundraiser held Sunday, February 9th was well received and plans are for another pot-
luck later this year. 

We completed the 2020 Partnership Agreement/Pledge form for The Link. 

Lisa asked if anyone would be willing to take over secretary duties; Erica agreed to take over in 
March. Thank you, Erica! 

Sunday, February 2nd, 101 were served communion. Extended communion was served to Hazel & 
Arlos Jones and Don & Hilda Grosklags by Bob Hinderks and Lisa Thorson. Sunday, February 16th, 
41 were served communion during the GlenOaks service.  

Our next communion is Sunday, March 1st, at the 10:00 a.m. service.       

March Deacons of the Month are Lisa Thorson and Kim O’Malley.  
Our next meeting is Monday, March 16th at 5:45 p.m. 

 

“I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” John 10:11  

Jesus willingly gave His life to save ours, so how can we think He would ever keep back from us  
anything that would truly benefit us or allow anything in our lives that doesn’t have some eternal  
purpose (Rom. 8:32)? Instead, we must always remember that He is the Good Shepherd. He has  
all of our problems, pressures, and provisions under His control, and nothing we face is ever too  
difficult for Him to handle.  So cast your cares upon Him because you can be sure that He will help 
you. 
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PUBLIC THEOLOGY FOR THE COMMON GOOD 

          Led by Phil Tom 
     
 “Public theology is the Christian engagement and dialogue within the church and 
especially with the larger society.  It seeks the welfare of the state and a fair society 
for all by engaging issues of common interest to build the common good.  This is 
Christian theology that talks with society, not just to society.” (Wikipedia) 
 The reality is that many congregations are disconnected from their communities.  
In our workshop, we will explore how the tool of faith-based community organizing 
can help your congregation to learn how to connect with and to serve your            
community. 
 Phil currently serves as Executive Director for the International Council of Com-
munity Churches, and as a consultant to The Riverside Church in New York City.  He 
has served in the following capacities:  the PCUSA General Assembly for 10 years as 
Associate for Urban Ministry Office, and 3 years as Associate for the Small Church 
Ministry Office (urban, rural, suburban); Co-Director of McCormick Theological Semi-
nary Church and Community Ministry Project; pastored for 27 years with congrega-
tions in Chicago, St. Paul, MN, Indianapolis, IN and New York City; and as Director of 
the White House Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnership office in the U.S. De-
partment of Labor in the Obama Administration. 
 
 This Training Event will be held on Tuesday, March 24th, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. at 
our church.  The cost will be $15 for Presbyterians and $25 for others.  Please regis-
ter by emailing Karen Lange at the Presbytery Office at karen@minnesotavalleys.org 
or by calling her at 320-235-7910. 
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 HPW                            By Sharon Jones        

 The devotions for the February 4th HPW meeting were given by Erica Joelson.  Erica shared 
from Henry Drummond's book, The Greatest Thing in the World.  Several thank you notes were re-
ceived from organizations in response to HPW's mission donations.  Fundraisers in 2019 were: 
hosting a presbytery training event, rummage sale, table setting and the turkey supper. 
 This year the rummage sale will be held on Saturday, April 18th. If someone is willing to chair 
this event, contact Jonelle Foreman or Sandy Wersal.  Service group 3 co-chairs, Clara O'Connor 
and Karen Bents, will organize donations and volunteers for the kitchen. 
 A Fall Festival, a new event in October, will take the place of the Table Setting.  Table Setting 
participants and guests had a great time; it will return in 2021. The turkey supper will be in Novem-
ber as usual. 
 Jonelle Foreman reported that the issues of the range have been resolved.  When the island is 
installed, roasters and table cloths will be returned to their customary spots. 
 Thanks to Harold Foreman and Greg Mulder for volunteering to investigate a method to repair 
the chairs in the fellowship hall. 
 Celebrate the Gifts of Women is on Sunday, March 8th.  Jo Holm, Jody Leason, Lisa Thorson 
and Sandy Wersal volunteered to participate.   
 Lent Soup & Bread suppers begin Wednesday, March 4th.  Service groups will rotate the re-
sponsibilities of set up and clean up beginning with service group 2.  All groups will be responsible 
for the fifth Soup-n-Bread supper on April 1st.  Look for sign up sheets in the fellowship hall to      
donate soup, bread, crackers or milk.  
 On Tuesday, March 3rd at 6:30 pm, HPW's program on "Gardening" will feature our own Master 
Gardener Jo Holm. Devotions will be given by Eileen Helmstetter. 
 Circle II will meet again on April 2nd at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Sharon Jones, with the lesson 
being led by Eileen Helmstetter. 

Investment Fund Report      New  

  Endowment Scholarship     Covenant  

  Fund Fund    Fund  

Fund Bal-

ance  12/31/2019 $41,228.41 $11,347.17  Fund Balance  12/31/2019 $630,053.76  

Fund Bal-

ance  12/31/2019 $41,228.41 $11,347.17  Fund Balance  12/31/2019 $630,053.76  

Fund Bal-

ance  1/31/2020 $41,447.54 $11,412.31  Fund Balance  12/31/2019 $630,053.76  

New Funds  $0.00 $0.00  New Funds  $0.00  

Funds Used  $0.00 $0.00  Funds Used  $0.00  

Net Change for Month $219.13 $65.14  Net Change for Quarter $0.00  

Percentage Change 0.53% 0.57%  Percentage Change 0.00%  

Year to Date Change $219.13 $65.14  Year to Date Change $0.00  

Year to Date Percentage 0.53% 0.57%  Year to Date Percentage 0.00%  

         

Jerry Bents       Has Quarterly  

Treasurer       Statements  
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  Soup & Bread Suppers followed by Lenten Study                    

    WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 

   5:45 P.M.  March 4th - April 1st 

 

 

 

MARCH 8TH  -  CELEBRATE THE GIFTS OF WOMEN SUNDAY 

  MISSY LEUTHOLD WILL BE WITH US GIVING A PRESENTATION                  
       ON HER MISSION EXPERIENCE!   

MARCH 25TH - N0 WOW/CONFIRMATION/TAG due to no school (as we 
    schedule in comparison to the school schedule-Spring break) 

 MARCH 29TH   -   CAMP SUNDAY 

      DOUG SNAZA, THE NEW DIRECTOR OF CLEARWATER FOREST                     
         WILL BE WITH US! 

 

*****************************************************************************************************************

         Weather Cancellations 

 Wednesday evening activities will not be held if there is an early dismissal or no school that day 
due to inclement weather.  For any weather-related announcements, listen to radio stations KWLM 

1340 AM, KWLM 96.3 FM, 100.1 Big Country or 102.5 Q102 FM; check Operation Snow Desk 
online or call the church office at 320-796-2650.  An email will also be sent out. 

  

 

 

 

 Announcements 



                      

                                                      February 2020 Updates 

 
We have been working hard here at The Link and have some exciting news 

to share!  The Link is now offering a Senior Food Delivery Program for home-

bound seniors (65+) in the Northern Kandiyohi County area.  Knowing that 

there are many seniors in our community who could benefit from food delivery, be it temporary or 

longer term, it was time to get something going.  With this program, we will provide a list of com-

mon foods we typically have on hand to those interested and each month we will call them to see 

what they need.  Once we have a compiled list, we will pack up and deliver the requested food.  If 

you or someone you know could utilize this service or if you would like more information on what it 

entails, please reach out to us.   

 
The Link has continued to see an increase in households coming through the Food Pantry and has 

helped numerous families who have come through in need of some financial assistance to help get 

them back on their feet.  The assistance given helped pay everything from medical bills, transporta-

tion costs and utility bills to help with rent and house payments.  Each of the families were extreme-

ly grateful and are able to move forward with less stress because of the help they received.    

 
Please remember that Minnesota FoodShare month begins March 1 and runs through April 12.  

Minnesota FoodShare began in 1982 with a campaign to restock food shelves in the 7-county Twin 

Cities Metro Area.  The effort was so successful and the need was so evident, the March campaign 

became a statewide program. During the 2019 March Campaign, more than $8 million and over 5.1 

million pounds of food shelf items were raised by Minnesota food shelves and Minnesota Food-

Share.  Minnesota FoodShare envisions a future where all Minnesotans have access to healthy 

food and no one struggles with food insecurity. The March Campaign addresses these issues di-

rectly and we invite you to join our efforts and advocate for long-term solutions to food insecurity 

and poverty in our communities.   

 
Thank you for your continuous support!  YOU are the Link! 

 
Tuesday’s Table: 

March 3rd –  Our Lady of the Lakes   

March 10th – Evangelical Covenant Church 

March 17th – Faith Lutheran Church 

March 24th – Peace Lutheran Church 

March 31st -- Faith Lutheran hosted by The New London and Sunrise Lions 

 
Monthly Giving Opportunities: 

The Link makes monthly giving a convenient option for our donors. You can set up online giving 
through The Link’s website at www.youarethelink.org or directly through your bank. Please contact 
Ashley at 320-354-5555 or email her at ashley@youarethelink.org for more information. 
 

Page 6          Hope Scope                              Volume 3, Issue 1 



Volume 3, Issue  1                     Hope Scope                            Page 7 

 

 

 

 

  

Members with Health Concerns:  

Gwen Anfinson, Bob Sampson, Shelly Peralta, Don Grosklags, Mark Radabaugh,  

Darlene Thompson 

Family and Friends with Health Concerns:               

Bobbie (Joni Lamphere’s aunt)     Bill Gossman 

Gene (Eileen Helmstetter’s brother)    David Taatjes 

Kathy (Sherry Bratsch’s co-worker)    Roger Jones (Arlos’ brother)  

Ruth Plaeckner (Ardis Just’s sister-in-law)          Marcia Quale            

Stephanie & Sister (Lamphere’s dau-in-law)      Donna (Pastor Kathy’s sister-in-law) 

Jodi Anderson (Friend of Jonelle Foreman)  Ron (Greg Swenson’s cousin) 

Kristin, Craig & Shayla (Helmstetter’s family)  Ken Stinson (Dee Norling’s son)  

Lynette (Jeff Wersal’s sister)     Scott (Joni Lamphere’s nephew)    

Cindy Steiner (Barb Morris’ niece)        Greg (Jeff Lamphere’s cousin)    

Mark (Gerry & Deb Hess’ son-in-law)   Tim Dreier   

Reatha & Bobbie Fowler (Hilda Grosklags’ sister & husband)      Jaden Hanson  

Rikki Wold & Family  members     Todd (Betty & Jerry Harder’s son)  

Kevin Curran (Wayne & Darlene Thompson’s son-in-law)  

Care Facilities:  

Mahlon Caylor, Shirley Kidd, Ruth Grom, Maxine Quale, Hazel Jones 

 

Grieving:  

Family of Shannon Bolter, Family of Gene Taatjes (Daryl’s brother), Family of Gary Timmers 

(Pastor Kathy’s daughter’s Father-in-law), Family of Dennis Jacobs (Pastor Kathy’s cousin) 

 

Other Concerns:  

For those dealing with mental health issues and who struggle with addiction 

For those deeply wounded by domestic violence 

For those grieving the death of a loved one due to violence 

For those affected by natural disasters 

For those serving in the military - Brandon Dean (Afghanistan) 
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Hospitality Servants & Worship Assistants 

 

March Schedule 

   

 

 

 

 

 

              Lay Readers 

 

March 1:   Jonelle Foreman 

March 8:  Kristene Foreman 

March 15:  Open 

March 22:  Sue Block 

March 29:  Open 

COFFEE SERVERS  

March 1:  Pat & Bob Hinderks, Audrey Dean 

March 8:  Joni & Jeff Lamphere, Jean & Tom Bauer 

March 15:  Erica Joelson & Lisa Thorson 

March 22:  Jan Saulsbury, Jody & Jerry Leason 

March 29:  Dawn Oie, Betty & Jerry Harder 

               Sound Operators 

Nancy Gjerde 

Pete Bratberg 

Dan Fischer 

Duane Taatjes 

Screen Operators:  

Stephanie Bents, Sherry Bratsch 

Video Operators: Pete Bratberg/

Jerry Leason/Kris Oman/Barry 

Sampson/Daryl Taatjes 

Radio Operators:  

Harold Foreman/Daryl Taatjes 
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       March 1:  Barry & Sarah Sampson family 

 Communion Servers:  Steve Barney, Stephanie Bents,  

  Tim Block, Greg Swenson and Sandy Wersal 

 

   March 8:  Lisa Thorson, Sue Block,                                          

     Sandy Wersal & Jody Leason 

      March 15:  Barry & Sarah Sampson family 

    

 March 22:  Bob & Pat Hinderks, 

      Gary & Gwen Anfinson 

 

       March 29:  Bob & Pat Hinderks, 

            Gary & Gwen Anfinson  

 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

  *The Woodbury Chorus & Orchestra will be giving a concert entitled “A Celebration 
of Life” on Sunday, March 29th at 4:00 p.m. at the Vinje Lutheran Church in Willmar 
(1101 Willmar Ave. SW).  No tickets are required for admission.  A free-will offering 
will be taken during the concert, with 100% of the proceeds going to benefit the Kan-
diyohi County Food Shelf. 

 

  *If you or someone you know is in need of food delivery in our area, please contact 
The Link at 320-354-5555 to register.  They will send out a food list and discuss what 
is currently available at The Food Pantry.  Deliveries will take place on Wednesdays 
and as needed (no more than twice a month) depending on volunteers available.   
Volunteers or staff will contact individuals prior to each delivery to document needed 
items. 
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   SUNDAYS 

            9:15  A.M.  Fellowship/Coffee  

                             Fellowship Hall 

                10:00 A.M.  Worship     

  Office Hours               

       Monday thru Friday      

     8:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.          

                 


